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Dear Friends of the Endangered Wolf Center, 

As I refl ect back on this year, I am proud to report 
that this has been a very busy, successful year 
here at the Endangered Wolf Center. Our new 
education programs and evening events have 
doubled in numbers, and annual event revenues 
have increased. We also have new staff members, 
an updated classroom and a fresh new website. All 
of this growth translates to more hearts touched 
by the Center, and more awareness being raised 
about the wildlife and wild places we are working 
to preserve and protect. A heartfelt thank you to 
all of you who’ve helped make these milestones 
possible.

As we build on this momentum, an important challenge lies ahead of us, and that 
is the federal government’s delisting of the gray wolf. For now, this proposal is still 
being debated, which means we have time – though little of it. Over the next several 
months, the government will make the critical decision whether to remove the gray 
wolf from the protection of the Endangered Species Act. 

Our Center strongly disagrees with the removal of this species. The population 
simply has not recovered enough to begin state regulation. But our voice is not 
enough. We need the strength of our entire membership to help echo this concern 
through media outlets, social channels and public hearings.

To read the proposal and comment directly to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, go 
to: http://www.fws.gov/home/wolfrecovery/  The deadline for public comments is 
Dec.17. Endangered Wolf Center staff members went to the public hearing Nov. 20 
in Albuquerque, N.M., to make our voice heard. 

I am confi dent we can do this. We must. Recently, I read an article regarding 
increased partnership between environmental organizations, corporations 
and governmental institutions, all needing to work together to improve the 
sustainability of Earth’s resources – a joint effort that is not a choice anymore, 
but a necessity. Similarly, I strongly feel that growth for the Endangered Wolf 
Center will come with collaborative partnerships on all fronts – local, individual, 
corporations and environmental organizations. 

I leave you with a quote highlighted in the article I referenced from noted 
theologian John Wesley: “Do all the good you can. By all the means you can. 
In all the ways you can. In all the places you can. At all the times you can. 
To all the people you can. As long as ever you can.” 

With this year’s successes behind us and a great challenge ahead, please join us, and 
let’s continue to work together for wolves and the ecosystems depending on them. 

Warmly,

Virginia Busch
Executive Director
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2014 Events 

March 14:  
Trivia Night

April 6:  
Volunteer 
Appreciation Dinner 

June 14:   
Polo

September 27:  
Wolf Fest

November 1:   
Members’ Day

December 6: 
Holiday Boutique

December 9:   
Volunteer 
Holiday Potluck

For the latest on our annual 
and seasonal events, be sure 
to keep an eye on the events 
calendar on our website at 
www.endangeredwolfcenter.org.

All photos are property of 
the Endangered Wolf Center

Design by Jim Kuchar

Editing by Steve Parker

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE



CAMPS
The Endangered Wolf Center added spring and fall camps 
to its lineup, and now features a camp for every season. 
Details about all of the camps are available on our 
website at www.endangeredwolfcenter.org or by calling 
636-938-5900. 

Here’s the lineup of camps for 2014:
• Jan. 2 – Winter Wolf Camp (one day) Ages 6-15
• Jan. 3 – Winter Wolf Camp (one day) Ages 6-15
• March 19-20 – Spring Wolf Camp (two days) Ages 6-15
• June 23-26 – Summer Wolf Camp (four days) Ages 6-8
• July 7-10 – Summer Wolf Camp (four days) Ages 6-8
• July 21-24 – Summer Wolf Camp (four days)  Ages 9-12
• July 28-31– Summer Wolf Camp (four days) Ages 9-12
• Aug. 4-7 – Summer Wolf Camp (four days) Ages 13-15
• Oct. 11 – Fall Wolf Camp (one day) Ages 6-15
• Oct. 18 – Fall Wolf Camp (one day) Ages 6-15

NEW EVENING HOWLS
The Center unveiled a number 
of new specialty howls over the 
summer, and will be adding new 
ones throughout 2014. Among 
the unique choices we offered 
to summer guests were an 
Ice Cream Social Howl, Family 
Cookout Howl, Beer & Bratwursts 
Howl, and a Margaritas and 
Mexican Gray Wolves Howl.

ANNUAL EVENTS
Polo
The St. Louis Polo Club’s second 
annual polo match to benefi t the 
Endangered Wolf Center in 2013 
was a huge success. Hundreds of 
people attended the event at the 
Blue Heron Farms Polo Club on 
Saturday, June 15, helping to raise 
more than $34,000 for our non-
profi t Center.

The event offered people a 
rare chance to see the thrilling 
fast-paced sport of polo. They also got to meet and talk 
with the players, take pictures with them and get their 
autographs. 

Wolf Fest
More than 2,000 people spent a warm, sunny day at Wolf 
Fest 2013 on Saturday, Sept. 28. The Center’s annual 
open house allowed many to visit for the fi rst time, and 
welcomed back hundreds of others. And it served as the 
year’s top fundraiser with more than $67,000 in profi ts.
Exhibitions were put on by David Jackson’s Conservation 
Ambassadors, Agility Dogs, Gateway Sled Dogs and 
Gateway Search Dogs. Information booths were provided 
by the St. Louis Zoo, the Shaw Nature Reserve, the Sophia 
M. Sachs Butterfl y House, the Nature Conservancy, the 
Crown Ridge Tiger Sanctuary, the World Bird Sanctuary 
and the Missouri Department of Conservation. 

Members’ Day
On Saturday, Nov. 2, the Center closed its doors to the 
public and set the day aside for its members.
More than 160 people attended the Dine with the 
Keepers brunch, catered by Brio Tuscan Grille.  Several
hundred more came for events in the afternoon, 

which included tossing pumpkins fi lled with treats to 
the animals.  About 60 members took in the evening 
Campfi re Howl; the wolves and the guests both howled.
Visit our website at www.endangeredwolfcenter.org 
or call 636-938-5900 for more information.

Recent highlights at the Center
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In April 2013, a historic event was about to occur – 
though as we’d soon discover, it wasn’t the one anyone 
was expecting. 

For the fi rst time in fi ve years, a new pack of Mexican 
gray wolves was going into the wild. The milestone would 
have involved two wolves, Wesley and Ernesta, with roots 
at the Endangered Wolf Center, and Ernesta’s expected 
pups. News and fi lm crews were on hand to record the 
historic event as the pair were moved from Sevilleta, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s pre-release site in 
New Mexico, to a large acclimation pen in the Apache-
Sitgreaves National Forest in eastern Arizona. 

“It was a remarkable day,” said Virginia Busch, Executive 
Director of the Endangered Wolf Center. “Standing in 
the middle of a fi re-damaged forest with signs of new 
life sprouting up everywhere around you, knowing the 
wolves you helped to raise were about to begin a brave 
new life of their own was just truly remarkable.” 

Wesley and his mate, Ernesta, now known as the 
Coronado Pack, were getting ready for the birth of their 
pups. Their acclimation pen had been placed in an area 
that was formerly Rim Pack territory. It was thought 
that the depleted Rim Pack, now consisting of a lone 
male wolf, had vacated the area. The goal was for the 
Coronado Pack to replace the Rim Pack in the territory, 
bringing with them new genetics to increase the health of 
the small wild population.

As the Coronado Pack was getting ready for release, the 
lone Rim Pack male appeared at the acclimation pen. 
And he wasn’t alone. At his side was a young, previously 
unknown female. Like a phoenix rising from the ashes 
of this burned-out forest, the Rim Pack, it seemed, was 
poised to make a comeback. 

The appearance of an unknown female wolf is a truly 
historic event for a population of only 75 known wild 
animals – though it wasn’t the history we thought was 
being made. Nature herself was penning this chapter, 
our own historic event would have to wait. The Rim 
Pack pair made it clear they were willing to defend their 
territory. What’s more, Ernesta had successfully delivered 
her pups in the safety of their holding pen, though none 
had survived. 

Between the Rim Pack holding their ground and the loss 
of the Coronado Pack’s pups, the decision was made 
not to release them this year. Ernesta and Wesley were 
transferred back to Sevilleta, where they await release 
next year. While this may feel like a setback, it’s in fact an 
extraordinary victory for wolves. The Rim Pack pair brings 
the promise of new hope to their pack, while spring will 
bring new opportunities for Ernesta and Wesley to begin 
a pack of their own, in a new territory they can call home.

Before the move took place, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service sent out a request for Species Survival Plan© 
members to pen sit. Sitters volunteered to camp about a 
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CONSERVATION NEWS

A surprising 
turn of events
A historic wolf release is 
overshadowed by Mother Nature
BY TRACY REIN

Regina Mossotti, Director of Animal Care and 
Conservation, keeps watch on the wolves.

Ernesta runs from her crate into the acclimation pen.



mile from the pen, and track radio-collared wolves in the 
area, give fresh food and water to the wolves in the pen 
and observe the wolves from a blind. 
 
When moved to the acclimation pen, Wesley and Ernesta 
were not only accompanied by news and fi lm crews, 
but also by Virginia Busch, Regina Mossotti, Director of 
Animal Care and Conservation; and Education Assistant 
Karen Nichols. Regina and Karen stayed on as the fi rst 
pen sitters for the pair.  Throughout May and June, three 
of our keepers, Zac Cochran, Erin Kipp, and Tracy Rein, 
also served as pen sitters and were able to gain and 
share information with the fi eld biologists.

Tracy was one of the fi rst to observe the uncollared 
female. The USFWS eventually trapped the young female 
and Tracy helped give her a thorough health exam and a 
tracking collar.  

This was a once-in-a-lifetime experience for the staff of 
the Center, not only to assist with the release but also to 
accompany the Interagency Field Team during their fi eld 
work, tracking from airplanes, hiking in bear country and 
driving back roads to fi nd wild wolves.  

Simultaneously, seeing the Apache-Sitgreaves forests that 
had been ravaged by fi re two years before returning to 
life was awe-inspiring.  It reminded the Center’s staff that 
every day, in our daily work, we are helping these wolves 
do the same.

You can follow Wesley (M1051), Ernesta (F1126) and all of 
the wild wolves’ progress at the USFWS website at 
http://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/mexicanwolf/BRWRP_
home.cfm. Scroll down to the menu and click on BRWRA 
Monthly Updates.
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Wesley shortly after his release.

Swift fox kits are ‘A’ students
BY ZAC COCHRAN

The Endangered Wolf Center was blessed on May 8 to 
welcome four more kits to our swift fox family. Peggy, 
the mother; Ernie, the father; and even big brother Havoc 
have had quite the task of raising, teaching and dealing 
with the energy and curiosity of the kits. 

“Havoc is learning how to raise a family,” said Regina 
Mossotti, Director of Animal Care and Conservation. 
“It is something that we can offer him here, and this 
experience will help him be a wonderful dad when he 
gets the chance.”

Last year, the keepers began husbandry training with 
our swift foxes. (Swift foxes are no longer considered 
endangered in the United States, so there is no release 
program.)  The goal of training is to help make the foxes 
less wary of the keepers and make veterinary checks 
easier for both the foxes and the keepers. 

This year’s kits embarked on their training when only 
one week old, while their eyes were still closed. Keepers 
began by simply placing a hand in the den box to let the 
kits become used to getting touched and smelling our 
scents. The parents, now used to the keepers, would get 
treats from the keepers while they worked with the kits.

At two weeks old, the kits’ eyes were now open and they 
could see the keepers and knew their scents. Keepers 
then started touch training. 

The kits also learned by watching the adults interact with 
the keepers during the training sessions.  “It is amazing 
to see the trust the adults have with the keepers,” 
Mossotti said. “They have come to know them very 
well.  Foxes are normally skittish, but the program the 
Endangered Wolf Center has developed for these foxes 
is unique and highly successful at building a relationship 
with the keepers through positive reinforcement.”



LEADERS OF THE PACK Gifts Received Sept. 1, 2012 - April 30, 2013
We make every effort to acknowledge all gifts received and to maintain accurate records. If you discover a 
discrepancy or have questions please call Judith at 636-938-5900.

ALPHA PACKMATES
(contributions $100,000 +)
Beckmann Charitable Fund
Mrs. Rachel Crandell

AFRICAN PAINTED DOG 
PACKMATES
(contributions $25,000-$99,999)
Ms. E. Ann Jackson

MEXICAN GRAY WOLF 
PACKMATES
(contributions $10,000-$24,999)
The Donald Slavik Family

Foundation
The Dorothy D. and Joseph 

A. Moller Foundation

RED WOLF PACKMATES
(contributions $5,000-$9,999)
Mrs. Betty White Ludden
Ms. Dianne E. Meyer
Mr. Jay Smith
The Winnick Family Foundation

MANED WOLF PACKMATES
(contributions $1,000-$4,999)
Anonymous
Dr. Mike Crecelius
Eugene J. Tichacek Family Fund
Fair Play Foundation
The Fledgling Fund
The Gaea Foundation
Ms. Joan M. Gossin
Mrs. Sharon L. Greenberg
Ms. Jane E. Habbegger
Ms. Geraldine Hufker and 
  Ms. Celeste Ruwwe
Ms. Jacqueline Johnson
Mrs. Lynne Jones
Mr. C. Stephen Kriegh and 

Dr. Pamella S. Gronemeyer
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Meyers
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Nichols
Mr. Shy Patel

Ms. Chelsea Shure and 
Mr. Andy Lientz

Mrs. Ann Still
Mrs. Linda Straubinger
Swift Print Communications, LLC
Private Client Reserve US Bank
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Von Gontard
Mr. Paul Zemitzsch 

SWIFT FOX PACKMATES 
(contributions $500-$999)
Mr. and Mrs. Alan W. Akerson
Mr. Thomas A. Altwies
Anonymous
Mr. Craig Austin
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Castulik
City of Ballwin
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Coffey
Ms. Pamela K. Dauphin
Dr. A. Lee Eavy
Ms. Mary Ellen Edmiston
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Elsesser Jr.
Mr. R. E. Essen
FCRV Alf Campers
Rick and Lisa Houska

Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Kaltenthaler III

Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Kauffman
Ms. Elaine Majerus
Mr. and Mrs. Peter M. Ossorio
Pet Centric Home Care
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Pfremmer
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Renner
Mr. Dave Blue and Ms. Melissa
  Rung-Blue
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory R. Saboeiro
Ms. Lori Schmoll and Ms. Wendy  
  Birmingham
St. Charles Animal Hospital and  
  Clinic, P.C.
Cdr. and Mrs. Mark Suycott 
  USN (ret.)
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Tekotte
Mr. J. C. Weber
Ms. Anissa Weed

Wiley Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. David York
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Zagaroli

PUPPY PACKMATES
(contributions $250-$499)
Anonymous
Ellen V. Barrios
Mr. R. Keith Beckman
Mr. Giles A. Blair
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Bowman
Ms. Eileen Bridge
Dr. and Mrs. Matthew A. Broom
Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Brown
Ms. Kaye Campbell-Hinson and  
  Mr. Phil Hinson
Ms. Judith Ciegel
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Cole
Mrs. Jo Anna Dale
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Damman
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Doering
Ms. Megan English
Mr. and Mrs. Boris Feldmanis
Mrs. Anita Geldbach
Ms. Candace Hall
Harvest Plaza Animal Hospital
The Henry Davis Memorial   
  Fund arranged by Susan Abby 
  Kennedy
Mrs. Ella M. Hirsch
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Hogan
Ms. Gail L. Hudson
Mr. and Mrs. Dean Joerling
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Juergens
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Kipp
Dr. and Ms. Liberman
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Lukens
Ms. Helen McIntyre
Mrs. A. Jay Meier
Mr. Eckehart Messner and 
  Ms. Nanci West
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon N. Meyer
Ms. Cheryl Morrow
Ms. Donna Noblin
Mrs. Doris Perry
Ms. Linda R. Reifschneider
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Rein
Ms. Celeste Reisch
Major James C. Runk (Ret) and   
   Lt. Col. Kathy H. Runk (Ret)
Mr. Alan Schiller
Schnucks eScrip Community   
  Card
Ms. Sondra Schol and 
  Mr. Eric Johnson
Mrs. Florence Schreiter
Mr. Jay Tetzloff
Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. 
  Torosian
Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Williams
Ms. Theresa Woo

HONOR/MEMORIAL 
CONTRIBUTORS LIST 

Donations in honor of: 

Virginia Busch
Mr. Wayne Norwood

Ms. Kaye Campbell-Hinson 
“Happy Birthday!”
Ms. Ann Bateman
Mr. Scott Van Genderen

Mrs. Deborah Coleman
Ms. Valerie Korte

Ms. Pamela K. Dauphin
“Happy Birthday!”
Ms. Geraldine Hufker and 
   Ms. Celeste Ruwwe 

EWC Animal Care Staff
Mr. and Mrs. James Lundsted

Mr. Davis Fulk
Mr. and Mrs. Luke Dema
Ms. Elizabeth Hill
Cameron Lawson
Mr. Brian Varney

Laura Gonsalves
Ms. Elizabeth Seelman

Mr. Malachi Hostetler
Mr. Greg Rieger and 
  Mr. John Furlong

Ms. Geraldine Hufker and 
Ms. Celeste Ruwwe
 “Happy New Year”
Ms. Pamela K. Dauphin

Celeste Ruwwe
  Ms. Barbara Meeks

Geraldine Hufker
“Happy Birthday!”
Ms. Pamela K. Dauphin

Gary and Linda Johnson
Mrs. Donna R. McCall

Sandy Jones
Mrs. Donna McCall

Mrs. Susan Abby Kennedy
“In memory of your father Harry  
  Henry”
Ms. Susan Pellegrino

Scott and Lauren Kolbe
Mrs. Donna R. McCall

Ms. Lynne Moeller
Mrs. Donna R. McCall

Jennifer Raley
“Happy Birthday”
Ms. Elizabeth McCombs

Mrs. Peggy Ratz
Mr. John L. Fayart
Ms. Barbara Kalish
Ms. Brandi Rammelkamp

Sue and Greg Shipman
Mrs. Donna R. McCall
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Teresa and Andy Smith
Mrs. Donna R. McCall

Linda and Ray Williams
Mr. Patrick Collins

Ms. Cheryl A. Wolf
Ms. Christie Cange

Donations in Memory of:

Shirley Haskin Andrews
Gail and Chris Hintz

Roy Wilson Beal
Ms. Virginia Busch

Ms. Charlotte Boland
Ms. Breanne Boland
Harlyn and Geraldine Hubbs
Ms. Janice E. Kopowski
Ms. Ellen Ruff
Mr. Daniel Weilbacher

Josephine Costa
Mr. Rick Ausick
Friends at Brown Shoe Company
Ms. Julie Cox
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Lind
Ms. Nicole Rosenthal
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Shaw

Robert Critchell
Ms. Kim Koyn

Tony Csik
Ms. Iris Csik and Mr. 
  Christopher Pieper

Stonebraker “Butch” Dotson
Ms. Elizabeth Deimel

Earl Grissum
Electro-Core, Inc.
Mr. Dennis Holdmeyer

Bob for Ms. PJ Harrison 
Mrs. Linda Straubinger

Judith Ann Johnson
Ms. Brenda S. Gardner
Ms. Lisa Glaser
Ms. Betty S. Gore
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Johannes
Ms. Terri Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Keuss
Mrs. JoAnn Kite
Ms. Marian B. Nichols
Allen and Barb Schmutzler
The Schnurbusch Family
Mr. Jon Segasture
SWT Design, Inc.
Ms. Brita Weight
Ms. Brenda L. Wilson

Michael C. Johnson
The Joseph and Catherine 
  Johnson Family Foundation

Carmelo Natoli
Ms. Virginia Busch

Mrs. Carol Perkins
Endangered Wolf Center Staff   

  and Trustees
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Hoessle
Mrs. Lee Hunter
Ms. Christy F. James
Mr. and Mrs. Edward F. Lawlor 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip H. Loughlin III
Mrs. Jean Racowsky
Mrs. Peggy Ratz
Mr. Dave Blue and Ms. Melissa  
  Rung-Blue

Mr. Roger Richardson
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Liupakka
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Rogers
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Weinberg

Elizabeth “Betty” Schierman
Summit Distributing
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Vickroy

Fred Sehr Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. James D. 
  Arrenholz
Mr. David Fuhler
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Gard
Ms. Kathy Hart and 
  Ms. Arlene McKinnon
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. McKee
Mr. and Mrs. Buddy E. Miller
Ms. Lois Schoen and 
  Mr. Andy David Harris
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Sehr Jr.
Ms. Julie A. Snider
Squier Insurance Agency, Inc.
Mr. Timothy Sweeney, 
  Ms. Mary Thouvenot and 
  Mr. Michael Sweeney

Victoria Treppler Virga
Ms. Linda T. Virga

Nelson Wolf
Ms. Cheryl A. Wolf

Memberships

New and Upgrading Members
Our wild canids give a big “Howl of 
Recognition” to our new and current 
members who have increased their 
support to the Center. Members whose 
names appear in bold have increased their 
support to the EWC.

ALPHA WOLF ($1,000)
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Ackerman
Mrs. Mary Ann Amsinger
Eugene J. Tichacek Family Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen K. Parker
Mr. Shy Patel
Mr. Gene Savransky

PACK GUARDIAN ($500)
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Castulik
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Frohardt
Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Kauffman
Ms. Dianne E. Meyer

PACK KEEPER ($250)
Ms. Cora G. Allen
Mr. Jeffrey B. Anderson
Ms. Virginia Busch
Ms. Jan Christiansen
Mr. Wesley Cowan
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Fremont
Ms. Vanessa Geary

Mr. and Mrs. Don Goldacker
Mr. & Mrs. Elliotte M. Harold
Ms. Michele Harris
Ms. Marissa M. Hawkins
Ms. Julie Higginbotham
Ms. Ila Lopez
Ms. Angela Luczaj
Ms. Sharonell Merkel
Ms. Barbara Montgomery
Mr. David Silver Wolf Patterson
Ms. Cheryl Pride
Mr. Kenneth M. Schaefer
Ms. Martha J. Schoonover
Ms. Terry Schreiter
Ms. Betsy R. Smith
Mrs. Norma E. Stern
Mr. Walter A. Suhre, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas G. Wiley
Dr. Wolfi ngton

ADOPT A WOLF ($125)
Mr. and Mrs. Roman Aberli
Ms. Denise Adams and 
  Tori Blankenship
Miss Jordynn Adams 
Miss Charlotte Ainslie
Ms. Laura Allers-Lowry
Ms. Susan M. Alverson
Ms. Summer Barrick
Mr. Brett Beebe
Mr. Collin Berra
Ms. Emily Bowling
Mr. Harry Boyd
Ms. Linda Brinkley
Mr. Mike Bromberg
Mr. Donald A. Brown 
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Bullard 
Miss Reagan Butler
Mr. Arnaud Buttin and Family
Ms. Carma Camp
Ms. Judy Clark
Mr. Keith Cruz and 
  Ms. Stephanie Calvin
Ms. Clare Dedert
Ms. Caroline Depue
Mr. Robert Dempewolf 
Mr. Tom Duggan
Miss Rebecca Dyer
Stacey Evans
Ms. Kristin Feeback
Mr. Davis Fulk
Ms. Rebecca Gilbert
Ms. Judith A. Gloeckler
Mr. and Mrs. Orville Goerger
Ms. Stephanie Grateke
Connor Hall
Josh Cudney, Jake & Sam 
  Henricks & Quinten Williams
Steven and Corri Haynes and  
   Britt Jernigan
Mr. and Mrs. David Heick
Miss Audrey Horn
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Hughey
Anthony Joerling
Tess Joerling 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Johnson
Mr. Donald Krause
Mr. Keath Lackey
Mr. and Mrs. Jerold Liberstein
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher L.   
  Lucas
Mr. Tommy McBride
Mr. and Mrs. Brandon 
  McCannon
Mr. Christopher Merryman

Mr. Rob Merryman
Ms. Lanna Mesenbrink
Mr. Daniel Mirakian
Mr. and Mrs. Kiyotoshi Murata
Wolf and Charles Nielsen
Ms. Mary Parker
Mr. Scott Perkins
Ms. Lynne Shields and 
  Mr. Ben Perry
Shellby Pucci
Ms. Toni RinconGallardo
Mr. Joseph W. Rose 
Ms. Cynthia Simmons
Mr. and Mrs. David Soldavini
Mr. Greg Sprung
Miss Sydney Stegall 
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Stratman
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Tartock
Ms. Christina Tebbe 
Ms. Lauren Toivonen
Ms. Erica Uppstrom
Ms. Lisa M. Vandever
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Wade
Mr. Ross Watson
Mrs. Rosalind Wiegers
Miss Vivian Wiese
Mr. Erik Wilber
Joe and Shelly Wolf
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wood
Mr. David Woodfi n
Mr. and Mrs. David Wommack
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Yates 
Mr. Paul Zemitzsch
Zoo Alive

FAMILY PACK ($90)
Ms. Pamela Jo Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Boeren
Ms. Cynthia Christison
Ms. Mary Ellen Cotsworth
Ms. Margaret Dew
Ms. Melissa DuPerrett
Mr. Charles A. Eller
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Endres
Mr. Paul Fraser
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Freese
Mr. Robert Gillespie and 
  Ms. Astrid Garcia
Mr. Lou Goldring
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Hanheide
Mr. Robert Holt
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Horton
Mr. Patrick Hoy
Mrs. Helen Hurst
Mr. Devin D. Johnston and 
  Ms. Andrea Dunn-Johnston
Mr. Nicholas Key
Mr. Lawrence A. Krupp
Ms. Barbara Ledder
Mr. Brian Patrick
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Portell
Mr. James Sheldon
Mr. Phil Spinella
Ms. Erica Talley
Mr. William Thomas
The Webb Family
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Yordy

PACK MEMBER ($45)
Ms. Karen L. Ambroziak
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Apel
Ms. Ponchita Argieard
Mr. Aaron Artrip
Ms. Cindy Bari
Mr. Bob Barton
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Mr. William Bellamy
Mr. Jeffrey Berg
Mr. Adam Berry
Ms. Nancy Bishop
Mr. Dave Brandt
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Brindley
Mr. Art Bulger
Mr. Callaghan and Ms. Welcome
Ms. Cassandra Carpenter
Ms. Kellie Chapman
Ms. Trisa Chapman
Ms. Kat Cockrell
Ms. Staci Collins
Mr. James Cooper
Mrs. Nancy Coyne
Ms. Rochelle Cranmer
Ms. Anna Crews
Mr. Thomas Cunningham
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Davis
Ms. Marilyn J. Davis
Mr. Elton Dean III
Mr. Ronald Eakin
Ms. Kathy Ernst
Mr. Ralph Giddens
Ms. Lisa Gratza
The Grayson Family
Mr. Ryan Green
Ms. Carol Hrach
Mr. Tim Imhoff
Ms. Emily Jackson
Ms. Meghan E. Kelly
Ms. Pat Keys
Ms. Cyndie Kieffer
Ms. Kalliope Kornfeld
Ms. Pamela LaFleur
Ms. Barbara Levin
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Lidgus
Ms. Cathy Lindley
Ms. Ann Mandelstamm
Mr. Jeremy Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Ollie Maxwell
Tracey M. McElmurry
Ms. Jeanne Meyer
Mr. Michael Miller
Ms. Courtney Mossotti-Chavez
Ms. Donna Muller
Mr. Terry Nickolotsky
Ms. Holly Nylander
Mr. and Ms. James M. Olfky
Ms. and Mr. Rosemary A. Oswald
Ms. Janie Papaccio
Mr. Eric Penrose
Ms. Debbie Prothero
Ms. Eve Reed
Mr. Michael Riechers
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Rosenblum
Mr. Steve Santel

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas J. 
  Simmons
Mr. Jim Sonnemaker
Ms. Amanda Spaunhorst
Mr. Tony Spranaitis
Ms. Teresa Stewart
Ms. Leslie Trautuein
Ms. Kay Wagner
Ms. Sharon Weber
Ms. Patricia Zeni

BEQUESTS
Mrs. Rachel Crandell
Ms. Lovelle Gibson

MANY THANKS FOR 
DONATING MATERIALS 
AND SERVICES
The Al Agnew Collection
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Ahrens
Aldrich Valley Pottery
Alex Mossotti Graphic Design
Mrs. Mary Ann Amsinger
Anonymous
Ms. Michelle Atkinson
Authentus Group
Aya Sofi a
Mr. Scott Becker
Mr. Tim Belleville
Better Life Company
Blanche M. Touhill Performing  
  Arts Center
Brio Tuscan Grille
Dr. and Mrs. Matthew A. Broom
Ms. Linda Busackino
Ms. Kaye Campbell-Hinson and  
  Mr. Phil Hinson
Chauvin Coffee Co.
Ms. Judith Ciegel
Ms. Patricia L. Clarke
Clayton Pilates Studio, LLC
Crown Candy Kitchen
Ms. Mary Csik
Mr. and Mrs. John Daley
Drury Inn
Earthstar Interactive
Egg Baby Store
Elaine Swanger Design
El-Mel
Forsyth School
Four Muddy Paws
Fox and Hound
Frazer’s Restaurant
Mr. Brian J. Gailis
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Garrick
Glow Salon and Med Spa
Grey Eagle Distributors, Inc.

Ms. Jane E. Habbegger
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Hagedorn
Mr. Jeffress B. Hailand
Mr. Nicholas Hargis
Hidden Valley Ski Resort
Hodak’s Restaurant
The Home Depot
Rick and Lisa Houska
Ms. Geraldine Hufker and 
  Ms. Celeste Ruwwe
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Hughey
The J Co.
JCF Yoga
Jerry and Tammy’s 
  Deer Processing
Mr. Larry W. Jewell
John Dallman Construction
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Juergens
Keen Footwear
Kennelwood Village
Ms. Erin Kipp
Ms. Shannon Knox
Ms. Kathy Kramer-Forster
Mr. James Kuchar
Land O’Lakes Purina Feed LLC
Ms. Karen Landon
laurie solet
The Levy Family
LightHawk
Ms. Susan Lounsbury
Main Street Diner
Marquette High School
Ms. Reneé L. Meier
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Meyers
Mr. Lon J. Meyers
Missouri Botanical Garden
Missouri Department of 
  Conservation
Mitchell James Salon
Mr. and Mrs. Travis Mossotti
Mr. Jeffery Myers
Mr. Mark C. Nauman
Mr. and Mrs. Matt Naumann
Nayak Plastic Surgery & Avani   
  Day Spa
Ms. Lisa Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Nichols
Mrs. Victoria O’Neil
Mr. and Mrs. Tim O’Shaughnessy
Panera, LLC
Pappy’s Smokehouse
Parrots Treasure Toys
Mr. Shy Patel
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Payer
Pet Centric Home Care
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Pfremmer

Mr. Bobby N. Pickle
The Porch
Raging Rivers
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Rearden
Mr. and Mrs. Matt Rein
Mr. Brad Richmond
Rio Syrup
Rombach Farms Pumpkin Patch
Nelly Rosales and Family
Russell’s Cafe & Bakery
Saint Louis Bread Company
Saint Louis Zoo
Sayersbrook Farm
Mr. Robert F. Scherrer
Schlafl y Beer
Schnucks
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Shaffstall
SLU Billikens
St. Louis American Association of  
  Zoo Keepers
St. Louis Cardinals
St. Louis County Police 
  Department
Mrs. Linda Straubinger
Surdex Corporation
Ted Drewes Frozen Custard
The Webb Family
Ms. Rebecca Webb and 
  Mr. Scott Kolkmeyer
Ms. Diane Woepke
Mr. Chad S. Wunsch
Yellowstone Cafe
Zerna Meat Co.

MATCHING GIFTS 
  RECEIVED FROM
The Boeing Company Gift 
  Matching Program
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Dyer
Mr. and Mrs. Don Goldacker
Mr. and Mrs. Al Sonntag

Cee Kay Supply
Mr. and Mrs. Doug English & Family

ExxonMobil Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Elliotte M. Harold

Microsoft Giving Campaign
Mr. Andy Lientz and Mrs. Chelsea  
  Shure

Rabo AgriFinance
Ms. Caroline Depue

It’s a boy! And a girl! And a boy! And…
YES, our pack has expanded, and we 
couldn’t be more excited to share the news!

Last spring brought four swift fox kits and 
a Mexican gray wolf pup to our family.  
They’re already busy taking in their world, 
learning and exploring and growing more 
and more every day. 

As fun as they are to watch, it’s inspiring 
and humbling to think of the role they 

may each play one day in the continued 
recovery of their species. 

With each birth comes new hope for 
these two species once on the brink 
of extinction. We hope you’ll help us 
celebrate their arrival by becoming a 
part of their future through a donation 
on their behalf. Any amount helps make 
a difference. Those who donate $75 or 

more will receive a mouse pad with the 
photo of the newborn kits that’s on the 
cover of this newsletter. Just note “2013 
newborns” on your donation, either by 
mail, phone or online at... 
www.endangeredwolfcenter.org. 

Thank you for sharing in our celebration, 
and in the future of these rare animals 
and the ecosystems that depend on them.



Join the Pack Today!
Contribute to the possibilities of 
tomorrow. Join a growing group 
of people dedicated to wildlife 
preservation through your 
membership gift today.

Yes, I want to support and save the wolves 
with my membership gift of:

Basic Membership Level
 $50 Friend of EWC ($5/month) 

Includes free PredaTour for 2, a member gift,
discounts in gift shop and select programs and
newsletter subscription 

 $95 Family Pack ($8.50/month)
Includes all of the above and  free 
PredaTour for 4

Adopt-a-Wolf Membership Levels
 $135 Adopt-a-Wolf ($12/month) 

Includes all of the above plus an adoption 
certificate, photo, bio, plush and updates 
from Animal Care staff

 $250 Animal Keeper ($22/month) 
Includes all of the above plus an invitation
to “Dine with the Keepers” and free 
PredaTour for 6

 $500 Wolf Guardian ($42/month) 
Includes all of the above plus a beautiful 
photo book 

 $1,000 Alpha Member ($84/month) 
Includes all of the above plus a free 
VIP Animal Interaction Tour for 6

Payment Information:
 Enclosed is a check or money order payable to

the Endangered Wolf Center.

 Please charge $_______ to my  MasterCard
 VISA  American Express  Discover

Account Number: ___________________________________

Exp. Date ______________ Security Code: _____________

Signature (as it appears on the card)

_______________________________________________________

Telephone Number__________________________________ 

Email_________________________________________________

My company, _______________________________________ 
will match my contribution. 

Send via enclosed envelope to: Endangered Wolf 
Center, PO Box 760, Eureka, Mo. 63025

Thank you for your support!

 Yes, I want to contribute to the possibilities 
of tomorrow by joining a growing group of 
people dedicated to wildlife preservation 
through my recurring gift!

 I authorize the Endangered Wolf Center to 
make the following automatic monthly transfer of 
$_____________________________from my 
(please check one option):
  Credit Card/Debit Account (simply fi ll out credit 
card form)
  I will set up a monthly bill payment at my bank
  Checking Account (simply fi ll out and enclose a 
check for your fi rst payment

Automatic transfers will occur each month on the 
following day: 
Please check one: 3rd  18th 

This authorization will remain in effect until I 
notify the Endangered Wolf Center in writing 
that I wish to change or stop my contributions.

Signature____________________________________________ 

Date___________________________________________

NEW FREEZER AND
MAINTENANCE SHEDS
We’d like to thank all the 
donors, especially the 
Beckmann family, who made 
a contribution toward the 
stand-alone outdoor walk-in 
freezer. It is installed and 
stores prepared diets and 
treats for the animals year-
round. 

We also thank Home Depot 
and longtime member Ann 
Jackson for donations that 
allowed us to install two new 
maintenance sheds. 

Plaques listing all of our 
generous donors are on 
display on the freezer and 
sheds. You can fi nd them 
on our tour route near the 
African painted dogs.

LEGACY GIFTS
We are deeply grateful for the 
signifi cant commitments our 
friends and supporters make 
through their estate plans 
in the form of bequests or 
living trusts.  For information 
on establishing a legacy that 
refl ects your dedication to 
wildlife preservation, please 
call Rachel Broom at 
636-938-5900. 

SCHNUCKS ESCRIP 
PROGRAM
You can help the wolves 
when you purchase groceries! 
Here’s how:  Pick up a free 
eScrip card at Schnucks 
or we’ll mail one to you. 
When you register via 
phone or online, choose the 
Endangered Wolf Center as 
your charity recipient, then 
present your card to the 
cashier during checkout.  
Schnucks will donate up to 3 
percent of your purchase at 
NO cost to you.

RELOCATING YOUR DEN? 
KEEP THE PACK INFORMED!
We try to ensure that our 
members never miss a 
newsletter or any of our 
mailings. You can help us 
save resources and keep 
our records up-to-date 
by notifying us of new 
or incorrect mailing and 
email addresses. Together 
we will continue to keep 
you informed on wolf 
conservation issues. 

MONTHLY GIVING 
PROGRAM

Small steps make big gifts! 
We heard you and we’re 
responding to the many 
requests for a monthly 
donation program. We are 
proud to report that we have 
partnered with Caring Habits 
Inc. to make giving easy 
and safe for our members.  
Donations may now be 
made via credit card or bank 
account transfers either one-
time or as a recurring gift.

How will the program work? 
Donors may visit 
our website at www.
endangeredwolfcenter.org 
and click on the “Make A 
Donation” button. Just fi ll 
out the online form. If you’d 
like to learn more or have 
questions, our Development 
staff welcome your calls.

BE A MATCH-MAKER 
Do you work for a business or corporation 
that has a matching gift program? If so, 
your gift can be matched dollar for dollar 
or on a 2-to-1 or even 3-to-1 basis! Some 
companies also have a matching gift 
program for your volunteer hours. To learn 
more, contact your HR department.
 
We are excited to announce The Boeing 
Company Gift Matching Program is now 
matching gifts to the Endangered Wolf 
Center. You can fi nd us listed as the Wild 
Canid Survival and Research Center. 
Call 636-938-5900 for more assistance.



STEVE JOHNSON
Volunteer

When Steve Johnson retired 
from Cass Information 
Systems, a local bank 
holding company, he 
wanted to volunteer with a 
worthy organization. 

Mutual friends of the 
Center’s founders, Marlin 
and Carol Perkins, suggested he try the Endangered 
Wolf Center.

Since then, Steve has been an active volunteer, helping 
with tours, campfi res, education programs and major 
events.

In fact, he helped bring about one of our biggest events. 
As the President of St. Louis Benefi t Polo, a charitable 
arm of the St. Louis Polo Club, he persuaded the Polo 
Club to include the Endangered Wolf Center as one of 
four charities that benefi t from its charity matches. 

MARY ANN AMSINGER
Offi  ce Manager and Gift 
Shop Manager

Staff members at the Center 
know Offi  ce Manager Mary 
Ann Amsinger as the person 
who balances the books 
and knows the budget front 
to back. 

But visitors to the Center 
probably know her better as manager of the Gift Shop. 
All the T-shirts, jewelry, posters, and other items that 
are available for purchase were selected and put on 
display by Mary Ann.

Mary Ann joined the Center in 2010. She graduated 
from UMSL and has an MBA from Webster University. 
Before that, she and her daughter Denise owned and 
operated several businesses, including a fl orist shop, a 
gift shop and a small-business consulting fi rm. The two 
even lived in Costa Rica, which Mary Ann says showed 
her “the beauty of an ecosystem in harmony.”

Her son Jesse has a degree in accounting from UMSL.
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HARVARD K. HECKER
1915-2013

Harvard K. Hecker, 
one of the founders of 
the Endangered Wolf 
Center, died in March 
2013 at age 97.

In 1971, Mr. Hecker, 
along with his wife 
Patricia Hecker of 
Clayton, worked with 
Marlin and Carol 
Perkins to found the Center, then known as the Wild 
Canid Survival and Research Center. 

Mr. Hecker helped design and build the enclosures 
and ponds for the wolves that are still used today. 
He is a former chairman of the Center’s Board. Mr. 
Hecker was an engineer, inventor, conservationist and 
philanthropist.

LISA D. EARLS
1958-2013

Lisa D. Earls, a volunteer 
at the Endangered Wolf 
Center, died Aug. 20, 
2013, at her home in St. 
Louis. She was 55.

Her husband Verner is 
also a volunteer at the 
Center. The couple’s fi rst 
visit to the Center was 
for Wolf Fest in 1997 
before they were even dating, and Verner credits that 
day with helping him “win her over.” “Because of that 
visit, we have been involved on some level ever since,” 
he said. 

Mrs. Earls was an insurance broker and administrative 
assistant. 

PROFILES

OBITUARIES



Falling for Wolves!


Student Poems

375 Peggy    
388 Havoc

546 Apache 
681 Rocky
685 Anna     

797 Madre
882 Abby     

950 Perkins
972 Cedar 

1050 BobbyJ  
1167 Desi 

1402DonMack 
1593 Inapa 
1790 Scout
2203 Tsavo 
2204 Dogo

2205 Datoga 
2423 Dillon

3175 Freesia 
3177 Nina

Wolves – Seth Noel

When the wolves are
Out, they howl
Loudly, in the
Very cold night
Early in the morning
Some go hunt.

Submit your poem

The Center welcomes poetry 
submissions from local grade and 
high school students for upcoming 
newsletters. Poems should be about 
wolves or nature, and no longer than 
a half-page. Selected poets will get a 
free tour.  Please send poems, with 
your name, grade and school, to 
Regina Mossotti. P.O. Box 760, 
Eureka, MO 63025
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6 8 5 0 2 2 0 6 8 1 5 3

8 2 4 8 6 0 7 1 2 5 9 4

1 6 6 9 2 4 7 5 7 7 6 2

3 1 2 5 9 4 1 1 6 3 0 1

0 9 5 4 7 8 3 6 7 8 1 9

9 1 5 7 9 7 5 1 6 9 6 0

6 4 1 0 5 0 2 8 1 4 0 2

4 2 6 5 2 6 8 3 1 5 7 6

3 8 3 9 1 5 0 2 6 8 4 2

9 7 2 6 8 2 5 4 0 2 2 9

5 6 8 8 2 1 6 2 7 8 2 6

2 6 1 3 8 8 6 2 1 5 9 3

K A R A T B J X G D J H

F S N I K R E P F O Y A

E I Y E X A L R Y N B V

N H F G G U E A K M B O

T L C O G E Y B C A O C

R S T A S E T B O C B B

C A A I P I P Y R K U D

D E A V N A D I L L O N

O L D A O A Q S C O U T

G G P A N I J U H Z L U

O A Y N R N S O C S E D

T R A E R D A M I S E D

Find the numbers and names of our animals in these 2 word search puzzles.  
Then, can you circle the animals according to their species?

Anonymous

6 4

4 444 22222222 66666666 5 2 6

3 88888888 3 9 11 5 

9 77777777 2222222 666666666 88888888 2

5 6 8 888888888 2 

22222222 666666666 1 3 
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If you would like to GO GREEN! 
send us your email address at 
info@endangeredwolfcenter.org 
and we’ll send email updates.

At the Mexican Gray Wolf and Red Wolf SSP® meetings 
this summer, we received our breeding and transfer 
recommendations for the coming year.  Over the next few 
months, we expect to welcome some new faces to the Center 
and say goodbye to some familiar ones.  This is an exciting 
time, as it will allow us to make room for new breeding packs 
and continue to play a large role in the recovery efforts for 
these critically endangered species.

Animal Update

A female Mexican gray wolf pup was born at the Center on the 
morning of May 20.  The offspring of an extremely important 
genetic pairing between Madre and Perkins, the pup will be a 
great asset to the Mexican gray wolf recovery program. 


