
ST. LOUIS, MO

Winter 2015

Our Mission:
To preserve and protect Mexican wolves, red wolves 
and other wild canid species, with purpose and 
passion, through carefully managed breeding, 
reintroduction and inspiring education programs.

IN THIS ISSUE:

Exciting opportunities for scouts
Page 4

New red wolf pack arrives
Page 6

Our new ambassadors: fennec foxes
Page 8



2

Dear Friends of the Endangered Wolf Center 

We tend to think of spring as the season for rebirth. 
However, for the Endangered Wolf Center, fall is the 
time of year when many new animals are welcomed 
to our family. This year our new members include 
seven red wolves, one maned wolf, two fennec 
foxes and two Mexican wolves. It is a time of new 
beginnings for the Center. As our animals settle in, 
we are hopeful each new wolf pair will form a loving 
bond and breed, as puppies in the springtime are 
always a highlight at the Center and important to the 
survival of their species. 

I am most excited to introduce fennec foxes Daisy and Fezz to our family as they begin 
our new Animal Ambassador program. Daisy and Fezz will be joining the Education 
team to enhance our onsite and outreach Education programs. They will help 
introduce St. Louis children to the wild world of animal biology, adaptations, evolution 
and ecosystem health. Read more about our ambassador foxes on Page 8.

Lastly, I came across a quote from 1997 from Carol Perkins, who founded our Center 
along with her husband Marlin. Eighteen years later, her words still ring true to our 
mission and are at the heart of what the Center is all about:

 “This was our passion. This was our quest. We did all that we could to save the wolves.  
I pray that somewhere wolves will live wild and free.  Because we stayed the course.”  

Wolves are howling in the wild today because of visionaries like Carol and Marlin 
Perkins – and caring people like you. We thank you.

Warmly,

Virginia Busch 
Executive Director

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

2016 Events 
March 18:
Trivia

April 10:
Volunteer 
Appreciation Dinner 

June 25:
Members’ Day 

Aug. 27:
Polo 

Oct. 8:   
Wolf Fest   

Dec. 3:
Holiday Boutique 

Dec. 13:
Volunteer 
Holiday Potluck 

Messy Play Days
June 12
July 17
Aug. 21

Winter Camp 
Jan. 2

Spring Camp
March 14
March 21

Summer Camp
June 13-17
June 20-24
July 11-15
July 18-22
July 25-29

Fall Camp
Oct. 15

Mini Camps
April 23
May 21

Keep an eye on the events 
calendar on our website at 
www.endangeredwolfcenter.org.

All photos are property of 
the Endangered Wolf Center

Design by Jim Kuchar
Editing by Steve Parker

On the cover: Photo of 
red wolf Kai by Michelle 
Steinmeyer. Story on Page 6Daisy, the Center’s new female fennec fox. / Endangered Wolf Center photo.



ANNA ON EMPIRE STATE BUILDING
We’re thrilled that our very own 
Anna was among the photos of 
animals projected on the Empire 
State Building on a Saturday night 
in August during a tribute to 
endangered species. 
The display was part of a 
promotion for the Discovery 
Channel’s world premiere Dec. 2 of 
“Racing Extinction,” a film by Louie 
Psihoyos. The photo of Anna was 
taken by Joel Sartore for The Photo 
Ark and appeared in National 
Geographic. Anna, the legendary 
matriarch of the Center, gave birth 
to 41 pups in four separate litters. 
She died on April 21, 2015, the 
day before her 14th birthday. 
Read more about Anna at 
http://www.endangeredwolfcenter.org/legacy/anna/

A GREAT PLACE FOR KIDS 
The Endangered Wolf Center is ranked No. 2 on the Kids Out 
and About St. Louis 2015 list of the Top 20 Places to Take Kids 
in St. Louis, finishing behind 
only the St. Louis Zoo. 
The rankings are made by the 
public in midyear balloting 
on the Kids Out and About 
website, www.saintlouis.
kidsoutandabout.com. In 2014, 
the Center was ranked No. 4 on 
the Top 20 list. For the second 
year in a row, Kids Out and 
About had an information booth 
at Wolf Fest, our annual open 
house, and shared ideas about 
other great places for kids in the region.

BOOK A PRIVATE EVENT
Looking for a unique rehearsal dinner venue? Want to be the 
coolest parent around and have your child’s birthday party at a 
place the kids will never forget? Do your employees need a fun 
team-building experience? Need a special location for a special 
event?  The Endangered Wolf Center is your answer for all of 
these needs and more.

We have recently expanded our offerings at the Center 
to include a huge variety of special program opportunities. 
From daytime programs, to evening howls, to overnight 
campout programs, we would love to design a custom event 
just for you.

Please contact Ashley Rearden, Director of Education, at 
636-938-5900 or arearden@endangeredwolfcenter.org with 
any questions or to schedule a program today.

PETER & THE WOLF & US
On Thanksgiving weekend, guests at the St. Louis Symphony’s 
production of Peter and the Wolf were treated to the truth 

about wolves. The Symphony invited us to have an insert in 
their program playbill. Plus we had an information table at 
Powell Symphony Hall for all three performances. We’re most 
appreciative of the Symphony’s generous invitation and to 
Marguerite Perkins Garrick for arranging it.

NEW DATES FOR TWO EVENTS
Our list of 2016 events on Page 2 shows that some events have 
shifted seasons. Polo, previously held in June, will be Aug. 27. 
Rain has affected our Polo event each of the last two years. 
(In 2014, we switched from horses to golf carts and 2015’s 
event was postponed from June 20 to Aug. 29.)  Even if it’s not 
raining on the scheduled Polo date, rain from several days 
before can make the field unsafe for horses and players.  

And in June in St. Louis, it rains a lot. Hence, the switch to 
August. But June also has some of St. Louis’ most beautiful 
weather, which makes it appropriate for Members’ Day — the 
day we close to the public and honor our members with a day 
filled with fun activities. Members’ Day 2016 will be June 25. 
We are hoping to give our members a first look at puppies.
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By Ashley Rearden

There is no better place to jump into 
nature than the Endangered Wolf 
Center, which is why the Center is 
the perfect place for your next scout 
excursion.  Looking for badge work 
opportunities?  Interested in camping 
with wolves? Trying to find the perfect 
place for your next den meeting? The 
Endangered Wolf Center is the place 
for all this and more.

Daytime Scout Programs
The Endangered Wolf Center is a 
great place to bring your scouts for 
a rare learning experience with the 
best natural backdrop in the area. 

We proudly offer fun, high-quality 
educational programs to help all 
levels of scouts qualify for badges. Or 
simply come out to learn all about the 
conservation efforts being done at the 
Center and the incredible animals who 
call this place home.

For specific badge work available 
to your scout group, please call 
the Center at 636-938-5900 
or visit our website at www.
endangeredwolfcenter.org. 

Our daytime programs are offered 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Wednesday 
through Sunday.  

Reservations are required and easily 
made by calling the Center. The cost 
for each program is $8 per person, 
with two leaders per program being 
free. There is a minimum $80 fee 
per program.

Private Campfire Wolf Howls 
Schedule your next group outing 
or meeting at the Endangered Wolf 
Center and enjoy an experience not 
soon to be forgotten. Your group will 
sit around a roaring campfire while 
you hear stories that portray wolves 
in a good, accurate light. After the 

stories stop, the real fun begins with a 
walk down Howl Road where you and 
your group will howl to the wolves, 
then listen for them to howl back!  
The evening comes to an end in our 
classroom and gift shop where you can 
enjoy hot chocolate and cookies.

Our Private Campfire Wolf Howls are 
offered Wednesday through Sunday 
in the evenings. These programs are 
about two hours long. Reservations 
are required and easily made by calling 
the Center. 

The cost for this program is $12 for 
children (4-14 years old) and $15 for 
adults, with a $350 minimum per 
program.

Overnight Campouts
Camping experiences are available 
everywhere, but only here can you 
camp with wolves.  Your group 
will have the opportunity to fulfill 
requirements for a camping badge, 
or just come out for a fun night your 
scouts will never forget. 
You will set up your tents, build a 
fire, lead a campfire program, cook 
your dinner outdoors, and listen to 
the majestic sound of wolves howling 
as you drift off to sleep. Before you 
depart in the morning, you will have 
the opportunity to take a quick trip 
down to see the wolves. It truly doesn’t 
get more unique than this.

Campouts are offered Wednesday 
through Saturday. Reservations are 
required and easily made by calling 
the Center. 

The cost for the overnight program 
is $20 per person, with a minimum 
of 20 people or $400 per program. 
Two leaders per program are free. 
Firewood is provided, but please bring 
your own tents, camping supplies 
and food.

Whether it’s for a daytime program, 
a campfire wolf howl or a camping 
experience you will never forget, we 
can‘t wait to see you at the Endangered 
Wolf Center. 

For any questions or to schedule a 
program please contact 
Maggie McCoy, Youth Programs 
Coordinator, at 636-938-5900 or 
mmccoy@endangeredwolfcenter.org.

Ashley Rearden is the Director of 
Education at the Endangered 
Wolf Center.   

EDUCATION PROGRAMS

Center offers unique opportunities for scouts
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A visit to see our maned wolves is just one possibility for your scout group./Endangered Wolf Center photo.
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Red Wolves
Red wolves are one of the amazing species 
you can see at the Center.  Did you know 
that red wolves are endemic to the United 
States?  That means they are only found 
in the United States and nowhere else 
in the world.

There used to be red wolves in Missouri 
so they are very good at camouflaging 
in the woods.  Can you find the red wolf
in this picture?

Come by the Endangered Wolf Center and 
see if you can find our red wolves!

Page for Pups
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Red Wolf Freestyle
First, let me tell you about

the red wolves,
Haven’t been in Missouri 

since 1950,
When you think about that it’s 

been over 50 years,
So let’s bring them back

to the wild,
So let’s bring them back!

By Michael, Kale, Matthew, Evan and Anthony, Endangered Wolf Center Campers

The Center welcomes poetry submissions from local grade and high school students for upcoming newsletters. 
Poems should be about wolves or nature, and no longer than a half-page. Selected poets will get a free tour.  
Please send poems, with your name, grade and school, to Regina Mossotti, P.O. Box 760, Eureka, MO 63025

Red Wolf poetry
Can you write your own wolf poem?  
Each word or line should start with 

the letter at the beginning.
R____________________________

E____________________________

D____________________________

W____________________________

O____________________________

L____________________________

F____________________________
Share this poem with your friends and family!
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CONSERVATION NEWS

A new pack of six red wolves arrived at the Center in October 2015./Endangered Wolf Center photo by Michelle Steinmeyer.

Red wolf pack finds a new home at the Center
The Center became the new home of a red wolf pack on Oct. 
22, 2015, when Mom (Kai), Dad (Paco) and their four pups (then 
6 months old) moved in. 

The pack moved to the Center from the Niabi Zoo in Coal 
Valley, Illinois. Because the parents have unique genetics that 
are important to the survival of their species, the Red Wolf 
Species Survival Plan asked that they remain as a breeding pair. 
The Endangered Wolf Center was selected as their home 
because it is one of just a few facilities with enclosures large 
enough to house a multigenerational pack.

Multigenerational packs are extremely important because 
the yearlings can help the parents raise a new litter. 
The yearlings learn valuable skills such as how to protect, 
feed, discipline and care for the pups. These skills translate to 
successful pack leaders when they are released into the wild. 
News of this pack’s arrival made the front page of the St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch, helping spread the word about this critically 
endangered species.



Red wolves used to be native 
to Missouri, Arkansas and the 
Southeastern United States. Today, 
they can only be found in a tiny area 
on the coast of North Carolina. 

Did you know?

By Regina Mossotti 

This past summer, the Center was 
chosen to host the national Red Wolf 
Species Survival Plan Annual Meeting. 
Biologists, zoo professionals and 
government officials from across 
the nation came here with one goal: 
Save the critically endangered red 
wolf. The meeting was successful and 
inspirational — it lit a fire in everyone 
who attended...and it could not have 
come at a more important time. 
Just one month before the meeting, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
announced that it would suspend all 
red wolf releases into the wild, and 
some management efforts, until an 
evaluation of the overall program 
was completed. 

Sadly, this was a result of pressure on 
North Carolina from a few individuals in 
the state who do not want wolves near 
them. With only 50 known individual 
red wolves left in the wild, any loss of 
conservation efforts for this critically 
endangered species is devastating. 

And I have to add a note: All of these 
actions have occurred because of a few 
individuals who don’t want wolves on 
or near their land or who do not want 
the politcal pressure that comes from 
protecting a carnivore. 

A few individuals, with very loud 
voices, spreading misinformation, have 
somehow pushed for ending the red 
wolf recovery program. 

This is heartbreaking because the red 
wolf, to me, is more American than 
apple pie and baseball combined. 
It is the only large carnivore that is 
solely native to the United States, 
meaning it can’t be found in any other 
country. It is truly “Made in the USA.” 

We judge other countries and say, 
“How can you let your lion, your panda 
or your rhino go extinct?” Yet in our very 
own nation the red wolf is edging closer 
to the brink of extinction. This species’ 
fate rests solely on our shoulders. But 
I am full of hope. We have started to 
rally our troops. The Center’s staff, 
in collaboration with other Species 
Survival Plan members, designed a new 
conservation campaign for the red wolf:  
REDiscover WOLVES. This campaign 
was launched just a few months ago 
nationwide and we are asking the public 
to step up and get the word out about 
the world’s most endangered wolf. 

The truth is we can save this species. 
If a handful of loud voices can nearly 
shut down a recovery program, imagine 
what the voices of everyone reading this 
article could do! No, don’t just imagine. 
Stand up and join us in the fight to 
save the red wolf, our one-of-a-kind 
American treasure.  

You can make a difference. You have 
already helped change the world. 
The Center has literally helped save 
the Mexican wolf and red wolf from 
extinction. As a St. Louisan, I am so 
proud to know that we have done that 

in our own backyard ...but we could 
not have done that without you. But 
as you can see, our work is not done 
and our passionate staff, volunteers 
and supporters are ready to stand 
and make a difference. We CAN and 
we WILL continue to pave the way 
in conservation and ensure that our 
children grow up in a nation where the 
howl of the wolf still echos across the 
landscape, especially the beautiful howl 
of the red wolf.

Regina Mossotti is the Director of 
Animal Care and Conservation at the 
Endangered Wolf Center.

We can save a wolf that’s truly ‘Made in the USA’

Endangered Wolf Center photo.

CONSERVATION NEWS
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Bumper sticker available in our gift shop.



The three Mexican wolf pups born April 
17 to Sibi and Lazarus are almost full 
grown and are doing great. The two 
females, Rachel and Isabella, are a little 
bit bigger than their brother and all three 
are playful. 

The Center is helping the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (FWS) research a new 
expandable radio collar that can be used 
on growing pups. Sadly, some Mexican 
wolf pups are not surviving in the wild, 
which can be devastating  to a population 
that only has 110 wolves in the wild. 

It has been difficult for FWS to determine 
what causes the deaths because it cannot 
locate the tiny bodies in over 7,000 

square miles of wilderness in Arizona and 
New Mexico. 

So scientists designed a collar that can 
grow with the pups. After the collars are 
put on wild pups, biologists may not see 
them again for a year. Because of this, 
the collars need to be tested first to make 
sure they work properly. Our Animal 
Care team can see the pups several times 
a day, including watching them closely 
through our webcams, and can make sure 
the collars are expanding properly. 
This research is vital in helping FWS better 
manage the wild population. 
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We are thrilled to announce that the 
Endangered Wolf Center has joined 
the Fennec Fox Species Survival Plan. 
The fennec fox, native to the deserts 
of North Africa, is the smallest canid 
species, weighing on average 1.5 to 3 
pounds as adults.   

This spring we were able to partner 
with the St. Louis Zoo and assist with 
caring for two little kits, Daisy and 
Daphne. Their mother had been trying 
to care for them but was very nervous. 
Eventually the decision was made by 
Zoo staff to pull the litter and hand-
rear them. Hand-rearing, however, is 
very time-intensive and the Zoo had a 
commitment to complete an AZA grant 
studying differences between fennec 
foxes in breeding and education roles. 
Therefore the Species Survival Plan 
coordinator asked if we would help 
the Zoo raise the kits. The goal was to 
raise the girls at the Center until the 
Zoo had completed the grant and was 
ready to take back one of the sisters. 
Because they are genetically important, 
one or both sisters will eventually 
receive a breeding recommendation, 
but until then, they would serve another 
important role as animal ambassadors. 

In the month that we were waiting for 
them to be old enough to transfer here, 
our staff, volunteers and donors helped 
prepare the Center for their arrival. 
First, an indoor enclosure was built 

to keep them safe at night and during 
severe weather. Then, construction 
was completed on one of the largest 
outdoor fennec enclosures in the 

United States. Once the girls were a few 
months old, they came to the Center. 
This summer, as the girls grew, we 
worked with them to ensure they would 
be good ambassadors. In October, as 
planned, we said goodbye to Daphne, 
who returned to the Zoo.

We then said hello to Fezz, a 4-year-
old male ambassador fennec who had 
been living at Busch Gardens in Tampa. 
Fezz and Daisy have been bonding over 
the past few weeks and Fezz is quickly 
getting used to his new surroundings 
and caregivers. He is a playful and 
handsome fox and weighs a whopping 
3 pounds, 3 ounces. 

Joining the Fennec Fox Species Survival 
Plan is exciting. Not only do we have 
a desert species for guests to see, but 
it also adds a new element for the 

Center since the fennecs can join us 
at outreach events. It has been shown 
that ambassador animals help increase 
connections with and empathy for 
endangered species. 

So we hope they will raise awareness 
about our outreach programs — 
who doesn’t want to meet the cutest 
little foxes in the world! — and help 
raise awareness about the critically 
endangered species we are working to 
save.  These foxes will help us change 
the future for Mexican wolves and red 
wolves by teaching people why they 
should love and care about wildlife 
and nature.

CONSERVATION NEWS

Fezz, a male fennec fox./Endangered Wolf Center photo.

Fennec foxes join our family as ambassador animals

Center is helping test expandable collars for pups

Mexican wolf pup Rachel wearing a test collar.
/Endangered Wolf Center photo.



Jen Wouk is from Missouri and has a 
Bachelor of Science in Biology from 
the University of  Missouri-St. Louis.
Jen completed an internship at the 
St. Louis Zoo, where she worked 
on restoring the endangered Ozark 
hellbender. She also managed a 
pet store and was a professional 
animal trainer. 

Emma Miller grew up in a small 
agricultural community in Missouri 
where she raised sheep and swine 
for the county fair. She graduated in 
2014 with a Bachelor of Science in 
Animal Science and a minor in Captive 
Wild Animal Management from the 
University of Missouri-Columbia. 
She had internships at the St. Louis 
Zoo and Dickerson Park Zoo in 
Springfield, Missouri.

Sarah Holaday grew up in New Jersey 
and Florida. She has a Bachelor of 
Science in Biology from Florida State 
University. She worked with wild 

animals at a rehabilitation center and 
interned at the Naples Zoo in Florida 
and Turpentine Creek Wildlife Refuge in 
Eureka Springs, Arkansas. 

Before she came to the Center, she was 
a keeper at the Wildcat Sanctuary in 
Sandstone, Minnesota. 

PROFILES    
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Meet the Keepers

Animal keepers Sarah Holaday, Jen Wouk and Emma Miller.

Rein is new coordinator 
of Swift Fox SSP
Congratulations to Tracy Rein, the 
Center’s lead animal keeper, who has 
been named the Association of Zoos 
and Aquariums Species Survival Plan 
Coordinator. Rein joined the Center’s 
staff in 1997. Since 2007, she has been 
a full-time animal keeper.

Datoga
Jan. 30, 2003 - July 29, 2015

Datoga, one of five African painted dog brothers who 
lived for many years at the Center, died in July at age 
12 ½, which is extremely old for a painted dog. All who 
knew Datoga miss him deeply, but we are able to feel 
comfort in the fact that he was able to experience so 
many things in his time here. He lived an extraordinarily 
long and healthy life, he lived with his family the entire 
time, had a large enclosure with lots of enrichment 
and was well-cared for at the Center. Our camp kids 
nicknamed him “Super Dog” because he had an “S” 
mark on his back leg. And to us, he will always be a 
super dog. 

Walter Crawford,
Feb. 3, 1945 - July 17, 2015

Walter Crawford, our good friend and founder of 
our neighbor World Bird Sanctuary, died in July 
from complications after surgery. As the World Bird 
Sanctuary noted on its website: “With the blessing and 
support of the Zoo’s Director Emeritus, Marlin Perkins, 
in 1977 Crawford founded what eventually came to be 
known as the World Bird Sanctuary.” His strong voice 
for conservation will be greatly missed.

OBITUARIES

Tracy Rein and one of our swift foxes.



  

LEADERS OF THE PACK Gifts Received  May 1, 2015 – Oct. 31, 2015
We make every effort to acknowledge all gifts received and to maintain accurate records. If you discover 
a discrepancy or have questions please call Judith at 636-938-9306. 

AFRICAN PAINTED DOG 
PACKMATES
(CONTRIBUTIONS $25,000 
-$99,999)
August A. Busch III Charitable Trust
Beckmann Charitable Trust                 
The Dana Brown Charitable Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey L. Fox
The Dorothy D. 
  and Joseph A. Moller Foundation

MEXICAN WOLF PACKMATES 
(CONTRIBUTIONS $10,000-
$24,999)
Emerson

RED WOLF PACKMATES 
(CONTRIBUTIONS $5,000-$9,999)
Mr. and Mrs. Blackford F. Brauer
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen F. Brauer
Ms. Elizabeth L. Green
Hager Companies
The E. Walter Hausstette 
  Charitable Foundation
Mr. Jay Smith

MANED WOLF PACKMATES 
(CONTRIBUTIONS $1,000-$4,999)
Anonymous (2)
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Abbene
Ms. Bonnie Applewhite
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Austin
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Baur
Mr. and Mrs. Kip J. Bilderback

The Boeing Company 
  Gift Matching Program
Brncic Engineering, Inc.
The Commerce Trust Company
Eugene J. Tichacek 
  Family Trust
Mr. and Mrs. David Farr
Fifth Third Investment Advisors
Ms. Joan M. Gossin
Harvest Plaza Animal Hospital
Ms. Geraldine Hufker 
  and Ms. Celeste A. Ruwwe

Ms. Alyssa Justice
Ms. Amy Justice
Mr. Tim Kalhorn
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Kellow
Mrs. Alisa Lau-Sieckman
Andy Lientz 
  and Chelsea Shure Lientz
Ms. Dianne Meyer
Missouri Environmental Fund
Red Wolf Coalition, Inc.
Ms. Brenna Robertson
Saint Louis Zoo
St. Charles Animal Hospital 
  and Clinic, P.C.
Mrs. Linda Straubinger
The von Gontard Family 
  Foundation
US Bank
Mr. and Mrs. VanTrease
Mr. and Mrs. Nick Weis
Wiley Family Foundation
The Winnick Family Foundation

SWIFT FOX PACKMATES 
(CONTRIBUTIONS $500- $999)
Ms. Jacquelin Bissell
The Bonnie H. and Hal H.
  Hoerner Charitable Gift Fund
Ms. Julie Catron
Mr. Brandon Craig
Ms. Nelda Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Donald de Grange
Houghton Mifflin Company
Mr. Donald Jaster
Logan Kurz
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Meyers
Ms. Katlyn Michael
Nike IHM Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Sterling E. Short
The Ryan Tradition 
  - Coldwell Banker Gundaker

PUPPY PACKMATES 
(CONTRIBUTIONS $250-$499)
Mrs. Mary Ann Amsinger
Rico Andereck
Anonymous
Ms. Mendi Baker
The Benevity Community 
  Impact Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Bowman
Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Brown
Ms. Beth Campbell
Mr. Jeffrey Carr
Mrs. Jo Anna Dale
Ms. Margaret Dew
Mr. and Mrs. Scott R. Dolan
Mr. Thomas Duggan 
  and Ms. Katherine Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Rob Ehlen
Ms. Yvonne Ellebracht
Mr. and Mrs. Doug English 
  and Family
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Franciscus
Mr. Matthew Fuhrmann
The Garrett Family
Ms. Shelley Gillard and Family

Mr. and Mrs. Dean A. Graves
Mr. Jake Guetterman 
  and Ms. Katie Ubik
Ms. Jane E. Habbegger
Mr. & Mrs. Elliotte M. Harold
Mrs. Ella M. Hirsch
Ms. Bridgett Holbrooks
Rick and Lisa Houska

Mr. and Mrs. Todd Howard
Ms. Leah Huelsing
Mr. and Mrs. Justin Hughes
Ms. E. Ann Jackson
Mr. Burt C. Johnson
Mr. Thad James 
  and Ms. Kathy T. King
Ms. Erin Kipp
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Kutis III
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford G. Leeker
Mr. David Ma
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Malan
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Meiners
Ms. and Mr. Amiee Mertz
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Mitchell
Mr. Wayne Norwood
Ms. Julie Brown Patton
Mr. and Mrs. Neil Phelps
Ms. Carol Perry
Mr. and Mrs. John Rocco
Mr. Devon C. Rosenfeld
Mrs. Kathryn J. Rosenfeld
Ms. Caroline Saunders
Mrs. Kathleen Secks
Jamie Sherwood
Ms. Jenn Smith
Ms. Pam Spires
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Sontag
Ms. Brenda Waterhouse
Ms. Anissa Weed
Ms. Kim Wilkinson

ADOPT A WOLF ($135)
(New and upgraded memberships 
only listed)
Ms. Janie Anglin 
Ms. Kathryn A. Aschenbrenner 

Ms. Kelley Atherton
Miss Gwyneth Baker 
Ms. Dena Beaderstadt 
Ms. Claire Benner 
Ms. Charlotte Briggs 
Mr. Todd Budde
Joshua and James Carter-Hamann
Danna Cary

Ms. Christy Cash
Mr. Zach Chapman 
Ms. Judith Ciegel
Mr. David Dattilo
Ms. Zoey Domachowski 
Ms. Mia Dymond 
Mr. David Easton
Ms. Mildred F. Fabick Jr. 
Mr. Peter Franzen
Mr. Brad Froh 
Ms. Andrea Gattis 
The Gelzer-Govatos Family 
Nina Hansen Machotka 
Ms. Misty Hause 
Miss Anna Hubatka 
Ms. Rene Humphreys 
Kelley Ingracia 
Ms. Stephanie Kane 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Kennebeck 
Mr. Paul Kieselhorst and 
  Mrs. Anne Hageman-Kieselhorst
Mr. Tyler Kins 
Ms. Tricia Lawlar 
Ms. Stacey Lawlor 
Mr. Nick Lorusso 
Ms. Kathleen Lucas 
Col. and Mrs. William A. 
  Luther Jr.
Jim Luttrell 
Ms. Susan Marino 
Jackie McCord 
Mr. Dane McRae 
Ms. Reneé L. Meier
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Meiners 
Ms. Dawna Miller 
Mr. and Mrs. Trey Miller
Mr. Kevin Moesch
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NEW AND UPGRADING MEMBERS
Our canids give a big “Howl of Recognition” to our new and current members who have increased their support to the Center.

Celeste Ruwwe and Geraldine Hufker 
meeting the baby porcupine at the 
Pre-Wolf Fest Party.

Clay Scharff, CEO of Sachs Electric, and Clay’s daughter, Capri meet our 
fennec foxes.



Ms. Jeannie Monnig
Ms. Donna Morris
Miss Gabbie Morris 
Mr. and Ms. Dan Novalis 
Mr. Paul Orf
Mr. Leonard Ott
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Overton
Miss Casey Perkins 
Nick Petrocelli and Joe Petrocelli 
Ms. Anna Pfaff 
Ms. Jill Pfaff
Emily Price 
Mr. and Mrs. William Rauch
Ms. Pamela Regensburger
Miss Taylor Robison
Mr. and Mrs. Pius R. Ruf
Miss Sophia Sanchez
Ms. Kristen Schulte
Asher Sharp 
Mrs. Nancy L. Statz
Mr. Robert L. Stevens
Miss Addi Stewart 
  and Mr. Bryce Stewart 
Ms. Virginia L. Stewart
Ms. Catherine Strohm 
Mr. Brandon Thayer 
Ms. Melissa Tsuleff
Ms. Margaret G. Tyler
Jesse Welch 
Mr. and Mrs. Braden Wheatley 
Ms. Karen B. Winnick 
Miss Sharon Wirth 
Ms. Diane Woepke
Ms. Alexis Zacharko 
Ms. Gisela Zelenka 
Zerna Meat Co.

FAMILY PACK ($95)
(New and upgraded memberships 
only listed)
The Chickering Family
Mr. Matthew Chval 
  and Ms. Kristin Huizinga 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Douthit
Mrs. Jessica File
Mrs. Kimberly Gerkens
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Medrow
Ms. Barbara E. Miller
Ms. Liz Pritchard
Ms. Elena Smith

FRIEND OF EWC ($50)
(New and upgraded memberships 
only listed)
Ms. Janie Anglin 

Ms. Laura Bass 
Mr. Charles Beard 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Bubash 
Ms. Becky Claas 
Mr. Robert Cohn 
  and Ms. Allison Stiles
Ms. Lucy Cox 
Mr. and Mrs. William Dozier 
Mrs. Toni Feldmann 

Mr. and Mrs. Kurt Geimer
Mary K. Gwaltney 
Mr. Justin Haase 
Ms. Alexis Hardie 
Ms. Audrey Henebry 
Ms. Kim Hogan 
Ms. Elizabeth Hoopes 
Mr. John Hopkins
Ms. Jennifer Johnson 
Mr. Randy Johnson
Ms. Nancy Kelly 
  and Mr. David Cornelius 
Ms. Rebekah Kirchhofer
Ms. Barbara Lindsay 
Jamie Motts 
Ms. Jennifer Outlaw 
Ms. Rita Padberg 
Ms. Brittney Pearce Hernandez 
Mr. Robert Perry 
Sheryl Rose 
Ms. Stacie Sansone 

Mr. Adam Schoenberg 
Ms. Vivienne Sharp 
Mr. Gregory Stotler 
Mr. Lucas VonAllmen 
Daniel M. Waegner
Ms. Robin Woodrome

HONOR/MEMORIAL 
CONTRIBUTORS LIST 

Donations in honor of: 
Jessica Allamani’s Birthday
Ms. Susan Deneau

Ginny Busch, Chris Kostman 
and their family
Mr. Wayne Norwood

Marguerite Garrick
Mrs. Margaret Bowe

Elizabeth Karslake
“Congratulations on your 
graduation.”
Ms. Sara McCudden

Mike McKinnis’s Birthday
Mr. and Mrs. VanTrease

Celeste Ruwwe’s Birthday
Ms. Pamela K. Dauphin

Gene Tichacek’s 80th Birthday
Rachel Broom
Virginia Busch
Endangered Wolf Center Staff

White Oak Conservation Center
In honor of the conservation 
work of Steve Shurter and Karen 
Meeks
Mr. and Mrs. VanTrease

Mr. Douglas G. Wiley
Suddenlink HR Team

Donations in memory of:
In Memory of “Anna”
Brncic Engineering, Inc.
Endangered Wolf Center Staff 
  & Volunteers

Bill and Julie Gerlach
Ms. Joan M. Gossin
Ms. Judith Portnoy
Mr. and Mrs. William Rauch
Ms. Judith M. Schultz 
  and Ms. Glenna A. Dowling
Ms. Mary E. Stewart
Mrs. Marlene C. Weinland

Larry Burtz
Mrs. Carol Burtz

Bill Campbell
Ms. Vickie Campbell

In memory of Chaco for Celeste 
Ruwwe and Geraldine Hufker
Rachel Broom and EWC Staff

Dear Friend Who Loved Wolves
Ms. Emily Ley

Anamaria Grozescu
Ms. Yvonne Ellebracht

Donald Hunt
Mr. Willard Walls
Mr. J. Michael Walters

Mindy Lynn Johnson
Emily Price
Ms. Jessica Sutton
Ms. Judith Watters

Donna King
Ms. Rosaleen Devlin
Ms. Helen Forster
Mr. and Mrs. Richard McMichael
Mrs. Barbara S. Pratter
Mr. and Mrs. Roy A. Ruckdeschel
Ms. Suellen Rundquist
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Sheppard

Piera “Patty” King
Ms. Kat King

Elaine Luttrell
Ms. Kristen Schulte
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Virginia Busch with Kevin, Betty and Molly Beckmann and Rachel Broom cutting the ribbon for the new Animal Care building 
made possible by the Beckmann Charitable Trust.

Ann Moloney, Trustee of the Hausstette Foundation, and her children during a tour 
of the Center.



LEADERS OF THE PACK

Jaspar Ployhar
Jamie Hathaway

“Sara”
Col. and Mrs. William A. Luther, Jr.

MANY THANKS FOR DONATING 
MATERIALS AND SERVICES
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Akley
Authentus Group
AutoZone 
Ms. Jen Backer 
Mr. Tim Belleville 
BrickTop’s Restaurant 
Brio Tuscan Grille 
Canyon Cafe 
Mr. Allen Casey 
Cecil Whittaker’s Pizza 
Chauvin Coffee Company 
Ms. Judith Ciegel 
Citizen Kane’s Steak House 
CQ Express Car Wash 
Dr. Mike Crecelius
John Dallman Construction
Ms. Tricia Derry 

Dickey Bub 
Earthstar Interactive
Fairmount Park 
Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse 
  and Wine Bar 
Mr. Jim Ford 

Forsyth School 
Mr. Jeffrey O. Friedmann 
Gateway Grizzlies 
Grey Eagle Distributors, Inc. 
Mr. Jeffress B. Hailand 
Harry & David 
Rick and Lisa Houska 
Ms. Geraldine Hufker 
  and Ms. Celeste A. Ruwwe 
Angi Hughes
Mr. and Mrs. Larry W. Jewell 
JFP Equine Consulting
Joe’s Affordable Tree Service 
Kennelwood Pet Resorts 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Kipp 
Kitchen Conservatory 
Krey Distributing 
Mr. James Kuchar
Land O’Lakes Purina Feed LLC
Ms. Karen Landon 
Lohr Distributing Company 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Meyers 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Meyers
Museum of Transportation 
Mr. Jeffery Myers 

Mr. Mark C. Nauman 
Nayak Plastic Surgery & Avani 
  Day Spa 
Ms. Kelly O’Shaughnessy and 
  Mr. Danny Sikora 
Mr. and Mrs. Tim O’Shaughnessy 
Ms. Joyce Palazzolo 

Panera, LLC 
Mr. Bobby N. Pickle
Red Lobster 
Ms. Gail F. Reissen 
Brad Richmond
Saint Louis Zoo 

Mr. and Mrs. Josh Savage
The Schlafly Tap Room 
Shaw Nature Reserve 
Mr. Christopher Sherman 
Signarama 
Silver Maple Farm 
Mr. Ronald Smith 

The Sophia M. Sachs 
  Butterfly House 
Ms. Michelle Steinmeyer 
Elaine Swanger Designs
Tyson Research Center 
Urban Chestnut Brewing Co. 
Urban Feed and Supply 
Washington University’s Tyson
  Research Center
The Webb Family 
Ms. Rita Weltner
Ms. Laci Whitley 
Ms. Diane Woepke 
Wolf Public House 
Mr. Chad S. Wunsch 
Yellowstone Cafe

MATCHING GIFTS 
 RECEIVED FROM
The Boeing Company Gift 
  Matching Program 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Buchheit 
Ms. Valerie W. Colloton 
Ms. Eleanor B. Hecht 
Mr. Jay Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Tehan 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Weber

Cee Kay Supply 
Mr. and Mrs. Doug English 
  and Family

GE Foundation 
Mr. Raymond A. Wedlake

IBM Corporation 
Ms. Barbara R. Steps

Monsanto Fund 
Lee and Laura Brendel 
Mr. Matthew Chval 
  and Ms. Kristin Huiz

Pfizer Foundation 
  Matching Gifts Program 
Ms. Patricia O’Donnell
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Denise and Craig Austin with a photo and pawprint of the Mexican wolf puppy they named Isabella. 

Scott and Amy White at Members’ Day.
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More than 2,000 people spent a beautiful 
fall day at the Endangered Wolf Center for 
Wolf Fest 2015, on Saturday, Oct. 10.
Emerson sponsored the event for the 
second year in a row.

Wolf Fest 2015 featured more exhibitors 
and vendors than ever before, including 
many of the fan favorites. David Jackson 
and his Conservation Ambassadors 
returned, as well as Jonathan Offi and his 
high-flying agility dogs. 

Other exhibitors & activities included:
The Butterfly House
Crown Ridge Tiger Sanctuary
Kids Out and About
Ladybug Snow Cones
Longmeadow Ranch Rescue Barn Buddies
Missouri Department of Conservation
Shaw Nature Reserve
Tyson Research Center
Weldon Spring Site Interpretative Center

West County Woodcarvers
Wildlife Rescue Center
World Bird Sanctuary

Here were the sponsors of Wolf Fest 
2015:
Premier Sponsor: Emerson
Event Sponsor: Anonymous
Stella Amsinger and Connor Anderson
Penny Anderson
Anonymous
Craig and Denise Austin
Baker and Hunter Family
Wendy Birmingham and Lori Schmoll,  
  lwcreditservices@yahoo.com
Dave Blue and Missy Rung-Blue
Rick and Mary Beth Brown
Beth Campbell and Family
CHE Consulting
Jo Anna Dale
Valerie and Donald de Grange
Mark and Barb Doering
Lee and BJ Eavy
Stan and Patrice Fetter
Bill and Julie Gerlach 
  in memory of Anna
Gladitood.com
Great Southern Bank
Grey Eagle Distributors
Jane Habbegger
In Memory of Hanna 
  7-25-2015
Harvest Plaza and 
  St. Charles Animal Hospitals

Marie Hirsch
Rick and Lisa Houska in Loving Memory 
  of Babs Nelson and Kevin Houska
Kids Out and About St. Louis
Erin Kipp in memory of Freesia
Jim Kuchar
Wayne Norwood
Cheryl Pride in loving memory of 
  Dr. R.L. “Doc” Whittingham

Celeste Ruwwe and Geraldine Hufker
Saint Louis Zoo Endangered Species
  Research & Veterinary Hospital
Martha Schoonover
Kathleen Secks
The Eugene J. Tichacek Family Trust
Virgil and Sandra VanTrease
Washington University at Tyson Research
  Center
Mr. and Mrs. Orrin S. Wightman III
Wiley Family Foundation  

 Large Wolf Fest crowd sees fan favorites, new attractions

Members’ Day 2015, on Saturday, Nov. 7, 
was a huge success, with more than 400 
people taking part.

Next year’s Members’ Day will be 
Saturday June 25, 2016. On Members’ 
Day, the Center closes to the public so 
that members can be treated to a special 
day of fun and appreciation. Members’ 
Day features three separate events based 
on membership levels.

The first event, Dine with the Keepers, 
lasted from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Members at the Animal Keeper level 
or higher enjoyed an outdoor dining 
experience with our Animal Care staff, 
with delicious food provided by Brio 
Tuscan Grille. About 200 guests listened 
intently as our animal keepers provided 
updates on the individual animals.

Board Chairman Jeremiah Dellas 
welcomed the crowd, and Director 
of Development Rachel Broom ran 
through an impressive list of 2015 
accomplishments by the Center’s Board, 
staff, volunteers and members.

The second segment was our Daytime 
Celebration from 1 to 4 p.m. The final 
fun on Members’ Day was our Evening 
Campfire Wolf Howl.

To get in on the fun next year, please 
call 636-938-9306, email membership@
endangeredwolfcenter.org or visit the 
“join” page on our website at www.
endangeredwolfcenter.org.

 Members enjoy their day with three separate events

Jeffery Dudding and Dianne Meyer posing in front of 
Rogue at Members’ Day.

Linda Straubinger meeting a porcupine at the 
Pre-Wolf Fest Party.

Henry and Peg Kaltenthaler and Julie and Bill Gerlach 
honoring Anna at Members’ Day. Anna’s memorial 
provided by Lisa and Rick Houska and Dino and Lisa Tucci.

Jonathan Offi and his agility dogs thrilled the Wolf Fest 
crowd./ Endangered Wolf Center photo by Michelle 
Steinmeyer.
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The 4th Annual Charity Polo Match was 
a huge success, raising close to $100,000 
for the Endangered Wolf Center and its 
vital mission of preserving endangered 
wolves, foxes and other canids.

More than 500 people were present at 
the Saturday, Aug. 29, event hosted by 
the St. Louis Polo Club at the Blue Heron 
Farms Polo Club in Defiance, Missouri. 
Guests were treated to an exciting 
polo match, in which Team Red Wolves 
topped Team Mexican Wolves 6-4.

In addition to Event Sponsors Kevin and 
Betty, sponsors included:
Beau and Suzy Brauer
Steve and Kimmy Brauer
Brio Tuscan Grille
Brncic Engineering
August A. Busch III Charitable Trust
The Commerce Trust Company
Dogfish Custom Graphic Apparel
David and Lelia Farr
Fifth Third Investment Advisors – 
  Jeremiah Dellas
The Hager Family
Gerry Hufker and Celeste Ruwwe
The E. Walter Hausstette 
  Charitable Foundation
Steve and Betsey Johnson — 
  Foxbrook Farm
Krey Distributing
Jim Kuchar

Lohr Distributing Company
The Private Client Reserve U.S. Bank
The Ryan Tradition – Coldwell Banker
  Gundaker
St. Charles Animal Hospital 
  and Harvest Plaza Animal Hospital
Jay Smith
Grenville and Dianne Sutcliffe
Eugene J. Tichacek Family Trust
Virgil and Sandra VanTrease
Betty White
The Winnick Family Foundation

In addition to seeing the action-packed 
sport of polo, visitors were also treated 
to many fun attractions on the sidelines, 
including Admiral the Clydesdale, 
the Longmeadow Rescue Ranch Barn 
Buddies, a climbing wall, bounce house 
and photo booth. There was also a 

champagne toast, kids parade and divot 
stomp at halftime. Admission was just $25 
a carload. About 100 people upgraded 
to VIP tickets at $75 a person. VIPs had 
access to elevated seating, and enjoyed 
free food and drinks, including Anheuser-
Busch beer and specialty cocktails for 
adults. VIPs also had free access to all 
activities. Next year, be sure to call our 
Development Office at 636-938-9306 and 
sign up as a VIP or Sponsor.

Guests had the opportunity to meet and 
photograph the polo players, and get their 
autographs. Playing as team Red Wolves 
were Doug Sansone, Peter VonGontard, 
Horacio Onnetto and Billy Busch. The 
lineup for team Mexican Wolves was 
Austin Figge, Gaston Raimonda, Brent 
Mirikitini and Tomas Obregon.

Please visit our Facebook page to view a 
Photo Album of the 4th Annual Charity 
Polo Match.

Thrilling Charity Polo Match raises close to $100,000

Don’t delay in booking your table for 
Trivia Night 2016 ... the event usually 
sells out early. 

Trivia Night 2016 will be Friday, March 
18, at the Kirkwood Community Center, 

111 S. Geyer Road, Kirkwood, MO 63122. 
Doors open at 6 p.m. and the game 
starts at 7 p.m. The price remains the 
same as last year: $30 a person, or $240 
for a table of eight. 

Free Anheuser-Busch drinks, sodas, 
water and snacks are included in the 
price of admission. Discounts for tables 
of eight are available to sponsors. 

Please call our Development Office at 
636-938-9306 to discuss sponsorship 
opportunities. Sponsorship details 
will be arriving soon in the mail and 
will be posted on our website, www.
endangeredwolfcenter.org.

Trivia Night 2015 attracted almost 340 
players and set a fundraising record 
for the annual event, raising more than 
$20,000. 

We thank everyone that participated in 
this  year’s event and look forward to 
another successful Trivia Night in 2016!

Show your smarts at Trivia Night 2016

Stephen Kriegh and Pamella Gronemeyer Kriegh were 
round sponsors at Trivia Night.

Shy Patel and Susie VonGontard at our Charity 
Polo Match.

Sharlla Smith and Jay Smith
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Join the Pack Today!
Contribute to the possibilities of tomorrow. Join a growing 
group of people dedicated to wildlife preservation through your 
membership gift today.

Yes, I want to support and save the wolves with my membership gift of:

Basic Membership Level
q $50 Friend of EWC ($5/month) 

Includes free PredaTour for 2, a member gift, discounts in gift shop and select   
  programs and magazine subscription 

q $95 Family Pack ($8.50/month)
Includes all of the above and  free PredaTour for 4

Adopt-a-Wolf Membership Levels
q $135 Adopt-a-Wolf ($12/month) 

Includes all of the above plus an adoption certificate, photo, bio, plush
and updates from Animal Care staff

q $250 Animal Keeper ($22/month) 
Includes all of the above plus an enrichment activity for 4

q $500 Wolf Guardian ($42/month) 
Includes all of the above plus a beautiful photo book and an invitation to “Dine with   

 the Keepers”

q $1,000 Alpha Member ($84/month) 
Includes all of the above plus a free VIP Animal Interaction Tour for 4 (ages 14+)

Payment Information:

q Enclosed is a check or money order payable to the Endangered Wolf Center.

q Please charge $_______ to my q MasterCard q VISA 

q American Express q Discover

Account Number: ________________________________________________ Exp. Date ______________ 

Security Code: _____________

Signature (as it appears on the card)____________________________________________________

Telephone Number__________________________________ 

Email_________________________________________________

My company, _______________________________________ will match my contribution. 

Send via enclosed envelope to: Endangered Wolf Center, PO Box 760, Eureka, Mo. 63025

Thank you for your support!

q Yes, I want to contribute to the possibilities of tomorrow by joining a growing 
group of people dedicated to wildlife preservation through my recurring gift!

q I authorize the Endangered Wolf Center to make the following automatic monthly 
transfer of $_____________________________from my (please check one option):

q  Credit Card/Debit Account (simply fill out credit card form)

q  I will set up a monthly bill payment at my bank

q  Checking Account (simply fill out and enclose a check for your first payment)

Automatic transfers will occur each month on the following day: 

Please check one: q3rd q 18th 

This authorization will remain in effect until I notify the Endangered Wolf Center 
in writing that I wish to change or stop my contributions.

Signature____________________________________________      Date________________________

Endangered Wolf Center photo of African painted dogs by Michelle Steinmeyer.

LEGACY GIFTS
We are deeply grateful for the significant commitments our 
friends and supporters make through their estate plans in the 
form of bequests or living trusts.  For information on establishing 
a legacy that reflects your dedication to wildlife preservation, 
please call Rachel Broom at 636-938-9306. 

RELOCATING YOUR DEN? KEEP THE PACK INFORMED!
You can help us save resources and keep our records up-to-date 
by notifying us of new or incorrect mailing and email addresses. 
Together we will continue to keep you informed on wolf 
conservation issues. 

MONTHLY GIVING PROGRAM
Small steps make big gifts! We heard you and we’re responding 
to the many requests for a monthly donation program. We are 
proud to report that we have partnered with Caring Habits Inc. to 
make giving easy and safe for our members. Donations may now 
be made via credit card or bank account transfers either one-
time or as a recurring gift.

How will the program work? Donors may visit our website at 
www.endangeredwolfcenter.org and click on the “Make A 
Donation” button. Just fill out the online form. If you’d like to 
learn more or have questions, our Development staff welcomes 
your calls.

BE A MATCH-MAKER  
Do you work for a business or corporation that has a matching 
gift program? If so, your gift can be matched dollar for dollar or 
on a 2-to-1 or even 3-to-1 basis! Some companies also have a 
matching gift program for your volunteer hours. To learn more, 
contact your HR department.
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If you would like to GO GREEN! 
send us your email address at 
info@endangeredwolfcenter.org 
and we’ll send email updates.

Maned wolf Nina apparently isn’t ready to say goodbye to this issue./ Endangered Wolf Center photo by Michelle Steinmeyer.


