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Clay the Western Hognose Snake

Adaptation Artist
Western Hognose snakes have many terrific adaptations that help them survive in the
wild. Adaptations are traits, qualities, or features of an animal that make it better suited
to its environment. For example, Western Hognose snakes, like Clay, have upturned
noses like a tiny shovel to help them dig into the dirt. If we put a snake into the middle
of the Arctic, what kind of additional adaptations could you give it to help it survive?
Draw or write them below:

Did you know?
Western Hognose snakes play dead when they’re scared! They will flip onto their backs,
lay very still, and emit a foul smell to keep predators away.
Have you heard of any other animals that have this adaptation? Draw them below.

CRAFT: Paper Plate Snake
Here’s what you’ll need:
Paper Plate
Scissors
Coloring Utensils
Hole puncher
Yarn
1 plate= one snake
1. Draw a spiral on your paper plate going
clockwise.
2. Cut along the spiral with your scissors.
3. At the top of your snake’s head (the middle
of the spiral you cut!), use the hole puncher to
create a hole.

EXTRA FUN: Use your leftover paper to
make little accessories for your snake
like this hat we made for Clay!

4. Attach a piece of yarn to the hole.
5. Decorate your snake any way you like!

EXPERIMENT: Dancing Snakes
Gather the following:
Gummy snakes*, Vinegar, Baking soda, 2
clear cups, Warm water (*any gummy
will do!)

What’s happening here?
When adding the baking soda infused
gummies with vinegar, it creates a
chemical reaction that releases carbon
dioxide -- this causes it to leap and fizz!

Directions:
Pour 1 cup of warm water into the cup
Add ⅓ cup of baking soda to the warm
water. Stir until mostly dissolved.
Cut the gummy snakes into 4 vertical pieces,
exposing the sticky parts.
Drop the snakes into the cup and wait 20
mins.
While waiting, fill another glass with vinegar.
After 20 mins is up, drop the gummy snake
pieces into the vinegar one by one.

Watch them dance!

Snake Mythology
Snakes have been around for millions of years! There are so many stories in
mythology about snakes, such as Medusa, who had serpents for hair and St. Patrick,
who banished snakes from the Emerald Isle. What stories can you find about snakes
through books and the web?

True or False?
We’ve certainly learned a lot. Put your snake knowledge to the test by answering True or False!

T ☐ F ☐. Snakes smell by sticking out their tongue.
T☐F☐

Snakes are more afraid of you than you are of them.

T☐F☐

All snakes are venomous.

T☐F☐

Snakes are colorblind.

T☐F☐

Snakes are herbivores.

T☐F☐

Snakes swallow their food whole.

T☐F☐

You can only find snakes in North America and Asia.

T ☐ F ☐ Snakes are warm-blooded.

Sssssee you
next time!
Answer Key
.eslaF ,eslaF ,eurT ,eslaF ,eurT ,eslaF ,eurT ,eurT

Learn More
Did you know that you can help take care of our animals without even leaving your home?
Join our Adopt-a-Wolf program!
Learn more at endangeredwolfcenter.org/adopt
Loved meeting Clay?
Meet more of our animal ambassadors including Daisy the fennec fox, Artie the Arctic fox,
Cooper the red fox, Sawyer the Virginia opossum, and three-toed box turtles Minya, Phoebe,
and Pickle!

