
















Remembering 
Betty White

We are deeply saddened about the passing 
of Betty White. Not only is she known for 

her beautiful legacy of advocating for animals, 
but Betty is also credited for inspiring Marlin 
Perkins, world-renowned zoologist and TV 
Host of “Mutual of Omaha’s Wild Kingdom,” 
and his wife, Carol, to found the Endangered 
Wolf Center, making her our personal hero.

As a child, Betty loved hearing the song of wild 
wolves while camping with her family. She 
also understood their value and the important 
role they played as a keystone species.

Over the Endangered Wolf Center’s 50-year 
history, Betty visited several times to help raise 
funds for the wolves, o�en with famous friends 
including Jim Fowler and Jack Hanna. On May 
21, 2005, during “An Evening With Wild Canid 
- Night Tales,” Betty was awarded the Perkins 
Partner in Conservation Medal in honor of her 
contributions to wildlife conservation.

Betty visited the EWC to meet with sta� and 
see the inspiring animals in our care. She had 
a way of communicating with the animals 
like no one we’d ever seen, and she quickly 
mesmerized a pack of African painted dogs 
and made a special connection with a female 
Mexican wolf named Anna.

As Betty approached Anna’s habitat to 
congratulate her recent litter, the two 

legends locked eyes. Anna walked away, 
entered a den she built on the slope of a hill, 
and emerged nudging one pup at a time out 
of the den and pushing them toward Betty. 
Anna proudly “introduced” each pup, and 
Betty felt honored to meet them all. 

Betty wanted to inspire others to support 
them. During the gala, Betty stood up in 
front of the entire audience and announced 
the beginning of an exclusive Puppy Naming 
Club, where the funds donated would be 
used to name a pup born at the Endangered 
Wolf Center and directly support its care.

Betty was the first to name three Mexican wolf 
pups at the EWC: One pup was named Kitta 
a�er her golden retriever, another named 
Carolita a�er her dear friend Carol Perkins, and 
finally Perkins, a�er Marlin and Carol Perkins. 
In 2009, Betty named another Mexican wolf 
pup Redford a�er the actor Robert Redford.

Rachel Broom, EWC Director of External 
Relations recalls, “Betty told me that 
working in show business allowed her to 
support her other passion - helping animals. 
In my opinion, she worked equally hard at 
both. A�er the 2005 gala, we sat at her table 
for hours while she autographed photos for 
our donors, wrote personal notes, and made 
thank you phone calls. When Betty said she 
would help, she backed up her words with 

meaningful actions. She was truly one-of-a-
kind and sincerely cared about the animals 
and our conservation work.”

The Puppy Naming Club has raised more than 
$420,000 since its inception in 2005. These 
crucial funds have supported conservation 
e�orts in the wilds of New Mexico, Arizona, 
and North Carolina, in addition to supporting 
the animals in our care.

Betty White would have been 100 years old on 
January 17th, 2022. To honor her legacy,  the 
viral #BettyWhiteChallenge inspired more than 
600 individual donors to raise $25,000+ to save 
endangered wolves! CNN listed the Endangered 
Wolf Center among the top animal-focused 
nonprofits that Betty supported.

We will continue to honor our dear friend who 
will always be greatly missed.  

  Perkins is the wolf that Betty named in honor of her friends.

  (Top of page) Betty White, Charlie Hoessle, and Carol 
Perkins pose together at the 2005 EWC Gala. 

Actress, Animal Advocate, 
and Friend

EVENTS

A Milestone to Howl About
50 and Still Wild Anniversary Celebration 

  Rachel Broom, Betty White, Virginia Busch, Karen Winnick

“Wolves play such an important 
part in the balance of nature. It’s 
the balance that we as humans have 
thrown so awry, that if we can get 
it back to normal we’ll save some 
of this beautiful planet that we are 
destroying as fast as we can.” 

– Betty White from In the Spotlight  
with Monica Adams

“It meant more than I can say to 
see so many friends, family and 
EWC supporters coming together 
to celebrate my parents and this 
unique conservation success story. 
Onward to the next 50 years! We’ll 
need your support more than ever - 
it’s all for the wolves.”

– Marguerite Perkins Garrick

On September 10, 2022, the Endangered 
Wolf Center celebrated 50 years of 

saving species. During the 50 and Still Wild 
Anniversary Celebration, guests from around 
the country gathered to enjoy an elegant 
evening at the Saint Louis Zoo. 

In their “elegantly wild attire,” wolf supporters 
posed for photos before enjoying a classy 
cocktail hour, complete with wolves and foxes 
handing them glasses of champagne.

During the featured program, attendees 
heard from Executive Director Mark Cross 
and Event Committee Chair Marguerite 
Perkins Garrick to learn about the important 
mission of the Endangered Wolf Center and 
its fascinating founding story.

Awards were presented to four Perkins Pillar 
Partners - Mutual of Omaha’s Wild Kingdom, 
Washington University, Mazuri, and the 
Saint Louis Zoo – all of which have played an 
instrumental and supportive role throughout 
the EWC’s past 50 years. 

The evening provided the perfect kicko� for 
our year-end giving campaign!

Until December 31, 2022, all gi�s and 
memberships will be doubled up to $400,000 
thanks to our generous donors, the Kevin 
Beckmann Charitable Trust and the August 
A. Busch III Charitable Trust. Please consider 
making a tax-deductible donation to 
celebrate this 50th Anniversary milestone.  

A�er accepting the award, Director Emeritus 
of the Saint Louis Zoo Charlie Hoessle shared 
his appreciation for his late friends and EWC 
Founders, Marlin and Carol Perkins. 

Supporters raised their paws (paw-shaped 
paddles, that is) to pledge donations during 
the “Fund the Future for Wolves” portion of 
the evening, generously raising $448,000, all 
of which will directly benefit the animals that 
call the Endangered Wolf Center home and 
their wild counterparts.

Guests then enjoyed a delicious meal and 
live music.

VIDEO: Protecting the Heart 
of the Wild for 50 Years: 
The History of the EWC
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Episode: The Ozark Howler
Wildlife biologist Forrest 
Galante, along with his 
wife and zoologist, Jessica 
Summerfield, traveled to 
Missouri to meet the wolves 
and film his latest episode of 
Mysterious Creatures – The 
Legend of the Ozark Howler 
featured on Discovery+ and 
on Animal Planet. 

STAFF & VOLUNTEERS

“I wish to thank the EWC team and our 
outstanding donor base for the support 

and opportunities provided to me during 
the last 20 years. I greatly appreciate the 
trust and confidence we share together. 
It is because of your involvement we have 
accomplished many projects and reached 
incredible milestones. 

My admiration for the Endangered Wolf 
Center will always continue even though my 
role as a sta� member has come to an end. I 
have learned a lot during my experience and 
will forever be grateful.

My career is taking a new path that will 
require much of my time, so I am thrilled to 
announce we have hired a new Director of 
Development, Kimberly Larson. Kimberly 
joined our team in August and came to the 

In 2022, thanks to a grant from the U.S.  
Fish and Wildlife Service, production  

began on a documentary about the 
American red wolf and its cultural 
significance to the Cherokee people.

The Cherokee people live by the principle 
of balance – with their family, clan, and the 
natural world. Historically, Cherokee citizens 
lived within a clan system. Prior to European 
settlement, every Cherokee person belonged 
to one of seven clans, which were inherited 
from your mother. Some still belong to clans 
that have been passed down for generations. 

John Ross, an elder of the Wolf Clan, or 
Aniwahya in Cherokee, was interviewed 
for the film and told an emotional story 
of his grandfather seeing a red wolf in 
Oklahoma. He expressed a deep sadness 
that throughout the great majority of their 
native range, American red wolves can no 
longer be found.

The filmmakers arranged a visit to the 
Endangered Wolf Center as a way to 

FEATURED ON

Volunteers that are 
Making a Difference  
for Wolves

On a warm April evening, sta� and 
volunteers gathered around the Marlin 

and Carol Perkins Stage to share a meal 
and recognize the achievements of EWC 
volunteers over the past two years. A�er 
much laughter and reminiscing, Marguerite 
Perkins Garrick, Mark Cross, Regina Mossotti 
and Lindsey Olimpio  shared stories and 
expressed their heartfelt gratitude for our 
volunteers’ support. 

Certificates of Appreciation were presented 
to volunteers who went above and beyond 
in their support of the EWC during the 
pandemic, including Josh Thuman, Katie 
West, Erin Harms, Mike Lozano, Bill Courtney, 
Laura Courtney, Sue Forquer, Debbie Yauch, 
and Shawn Boedefeld.

Pins were given to those who reached 
milestones in the number of hours they have 
volunteered. A fox pin was presented to Ted 
Graham, Lori Schmoll, and Rick Zelle for 
reaching 500 hours of service and a wolf pin 
was presented to Glen Boggs, Sue Forquer, 
and Mike Lozano for 1000 hours of service.

Lisa Houska and Patty Clarke were 
recognized for 20 years of volunteering and 
received framed paw print casts from our 
resident animals.

Plaques were awarded to four volunteers 
who made a significant impact during 2021. 
Jim Kent received the Perkins award for his 
outstanding volunteer commitment and 
contributions. Michelle Steinmeyer was 

EWC with 20 years in the nonprofit field as 
an experienced fundraising professional and 
as the previous Executive Director for the 
Field House Museum|Eugene Field House 
Foundation. Please reach out to Kim at 
klarson@endangeredwolfcenter.org and join 
us in welcoming her to the pack!” 

– Rachel Broom  

presented with the Betty White Award for her 
passion to connect people to our animals. Lisa 
Houska received the Sue Berra Award for her 
dedication and passion. And Jeanie Ransom 
was presented with the Rising Star Award for 
stepping up to help further our mission.

A combined 1,411 hours of service were 
donated during 2021. We thank our 
incredible volunteers – they are a crucial 
part of our pack and we could not make a 
di�erence for endangered wolves without 
their unwavering support.

If you would like to join our pack  
as a volunteer, please email  
volunteers@endangeredwolfcenter.org to 
learn more.  

  Featured above is former sta� member Rachel Broom  
and on the right is our new Director of Development,  
Kimberly Larson.

  Volunteers helped plant a native garden near the new 
Richmond Family Veterinary and Nutrition Center.

 Volunteers of all ages can make a di�erence.

  The Cherokee Nation camera crew filmed interviews and 
animal footage during their visit.

  Ross taught EWC sta� Cherokee words; on the whiteboard, 
Cherokee and phonetic spellings are seen.

Cherokee 
Nation Films 
at the EWC 
for Red Wolf 
Documentary 

reconnect him with the red wolf – a 
connection he felt had been missing his 
entire life. 

During his visit, Ross was able to see several 
of the red wolf pups that were born at the 
EWC this spring and taught some of our 
educators and keepers a few Cherokee 
words, such as “Wa-ya,” the word for wolf, 
and “Gigage Unidoda,” the word for red wolf. 

“We want people to learn Cherokee ways 
of life and how we always tried to live 
in balance with nature, animals, and 
plants. You take something and you give 
back. Have a respect for animals as living 
brothers and sisters,” said Jennifer Loren, 
director of the Cherokee Nation Film O�ice 
and Original Content. Jennifer is also the 
director, executive producer, and host of this 
documentary.

She continued, “We want people to 
understand that there is a di�erent way of 
understanding wildlife – we don’t have to 
exterminate them.”

The documentary will also highlight how 
people are working to save the red wolf and 
the immense challenge that saving a species 
presents. They hope to inspire support for 
these conservation e�orts.  

Catch the EWC on Mysterious Creatures with Forrest Galante 
on Animal Planet & Discovery+
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If you would like to GO GREEN! 
send us your email address at 
info@endangeredwolfcenter.org 
and we’ll send email updates.
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News from the Wild
A helicopter survey performed annually by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service identified 
three pup-fostering successes from the 
Endangered Wolf Center this year. 

1.	 Female 1866 (Nora) is one of Vera’s 
and Mack’s pups. Born in 2020, she 
was fostered into the Elk Horn pack.

2.	 Male pup 2594 (Cody) is one of Zana’s 
and Jorah’s pups. Born in 2021, he 
was fostered into the Lava pack.

3.	 Male pup 2597 (Bill) is also Zana’s 
and Jorah’s pup from 2021. He was 
fostered into the Hoodoo pack.

This report shows that pup-fostering 
efforts for Mexican wolves in the Arizona 
and New Mexico regions are helping 
increase the population.


